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- Me Karakia Tātou -
Whiti ora ki te whai ao
ki te ao mārama.
Whiti ki runga, whiti ki raro.
E ngungu ki te pōhatu
e ngungu ki te rākau  
tītaha ki tēnei taha
tītaha ki tērā taha. 
Tihei mauriora.

Focusing on the present:
Tapatoru would like to share 
with its Māori trans, wider 
trans whānau, and friends, the 
importance of making the most of 
the present. This is the time when 
people are too focussed on other 
aspects of their lives and that we 
forget about enjoying ‘today’:

• and that we are a whānau/
family and we look after each 
other and get on;

• that our uniqueness is what 
contributes to our vibrant 
and colourful community;

• keeping things simple is 
what is more effective than 
complexity and jargon;

• that we show our support in 
numbers and a unifed voice 
with good intention toward 
our people;

• that we uplift our wairua/
spirit, and lead proudly by 
example;

• that we have no boundaries 
to our successes; and

• that we are savvy in today’s 
world (living comfortably in 
our community, our society, 
our world).

Our history:
Our Māori trans history is precious 
and we openly remember and 
share memories of those who 
have passed on. 

What the future holds:
Our dream is to have a place for 
our aging Māori trans whānau 
in Wellington. To encourage 
a lifestyle that respects all 
trans people as they age and 
either require support to live 
comfortably; or who want to live 
in a facility that is supportive. At 
this stage it is a dream, with the 
hope it will become reality.
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The contents of Tātou are a collective 
of articles and advertisement related 
material sourced from whānau and 
friends of Tapatoru. The views expressed 
within this publication are solely for the 
purpose of providing communication and 
marketing opportunities to its community. 
Tapatoru’s community are Maori trans, 
and their whānau and friends who 
support the vision and work of Tapatoru. 
We welcome your comments, advertising, 
stories, ideas, feedback and contributions 
to: tatou@tapatoru.org.nz

Contact details: email: info@tapatoru.
org.nz, website: www.tapatoru.org.nz, 
facebook: tapatoru, postal: Tapatoru, 
PO Box 19008 Courtenay Place, 
Wellington 6149, New Zealand, 
Ph/txt 022 602 3199.

Would you like to share an article in 
Tātou? You are welcome to contact us 

via email or phone. 

We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

‘Nau Mai Haere Mai’
Email: tatou@tapatoru.org.nz
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Kia ora whānau!

Tātou launched in February 2010 and during 
this time we have made new connections 
with the wider LGBTI community globally as 
well as connecting up with long lost friends 
via this resource or through facebook as 
Tapatoru. Overall, this venture with Tātou 
and Tapatoru has been fantastic.

We noticed that Lolaa (Page 24) talks about 
losing friends and whānau this year and I 
think we also can reiterate that as well from 
a 98 year old grandparent to an 18 year old.  

Our biggest loss this year was our uncle 
George (Page 39) who supported us at our 
wedding and every year we would receive 
a wedding anniversary card and Xmas card 
from him and aunty Judith. A week before 
he passed away, I noticed Peri was eating 
Nestle Milky Bar chocolate and I asked him 
what was going on. He doesn’t eat that 
chocolate. He said he kept thinking of uncle 
George and one memory was that when he 
was very small, uncle George would visit 
and each time would bring him a bar of 
Milky Bar chocolate. Eating the chocolate 
brought back this fond memory. A week 
later Peri stopped eating the chocolate and 
that night we got the call that  his uncle had 
passed. Peri looked at me as if to say - ‘I 
already knew’. 

To all of you who have lost near and dear 
people, we extend our condolences. “They 
may be removed from our embrace yet we 
hold them in our hearts and our memories.”

It is an absolute delight to have Lee Eklund 
as our feature article this issue. Lee is a 
recent addition to our circle of close friends 
and whānau and he is a stunning person 
with such a big heart when it comes to 
our LGBTI community, and supporting our 
youth. There are not enough people like Lee 
around to ignite enthusiasm among crowds 
and this talented coordinator certainly has 

THE EDITORS

We invite any stories, articles, 
advertisements, and/or notices 

in our bi-monthly issues.

The next issue of Tatou is 
February 2014

 Nau Mai Haere Mai
Welcome!

Our email is 
                 info@tapatoru.org.nz
                   facebook: Tapatoru

_

brightened our lives with his wholesome 
appreciation of life and community. Now 
when you are talking about Lilly....of course 
she is loud and proud and has one thing 
on her mind and that is, keeping ‘her’ 
community SAFE. Boom! 

The last few months have seen both Peri 
and I participating in some awesome 
community events. Just recently we did 
a ‘walk through the heart of the city’ to 
fundraise for a new heart & lung machine 
in the local hospital. It was quite amusing 
because I knew that Peri hates balloons 
and what did the hosts give him - a heart-
shaped balloon to carry from Waitangi Park 
to Wellington Hospital. I think he was so 
fixated on the balloon and making sure it 
didn’t pop that he didn’t realise he didn’t 
talk to anyone (including me) all the way 
there and couldn’t wait to give it to the first 
kid he saw at the hospital. Of all phobias, he 
could have picked a more adventurous one. 
Just so happens he has a niece that has the 
same phobia too.

Tiwhanawhana has been our favourite 
weekly engagement. While we don’t sing, 
we both find attending this every Tuesday 
(if we are not working), very therapeutic. 
The group is diverse and we learn songs, 
actions, poi and sometimes have visitors 
too. For us it is the equivalent to a family 
gathering, and enjoy catching up, sharing a 
laugh, having discussions and sharing a light 
snack with everyone. It is timely to say thank 
you to NZPC for their support in providing 
us a venue to gather on Tuesday evenings. 
Without this level of generosity in allowing 
us to use/share their space, Tiwhanawhana 
would not be able to practice and prepare 
for upcoming community events.

Last week, Tiwhanawhana had their first 
Xmas gathering -  a low key fun event at 
Rush Bar. It was a great way to interact with 
people, and invite friends along. The venue 

Merry 
Christmas 
Whānau!

was perfect. Thank you to all those people 
who came along to support the event and 
to the awesome guys at Rush Bar. 

Recently, we both went along to the 
Trentham Races as part of an event and 
while both of us were not in to horse racing 
or know anything about horse betting - we 
had fun and will definitely consider going 
again. 

The Pride in Defence Conference 
coordinated by OverWatch and NZ Defence 
was held last month (November) at Massey 
University, Wellington. It was a pleasure to 
attend this conference (a first for Defence). 
Times have changed among Defence in 
their stance regarding LGBTI people in the 
forces and it certainly was a healing time 
for old recruits like Peri and to meet some 
amazing and inspiring military personnel 
too. The highlight presentation on Day two 
was by Barry Taylor. Awesome!

This time of year we have had some Xmas 
functions to attend and the food and drink 
intake has meant we are definitely in 
need of some exercise regime in the New 
Year. While we did not manage to attend 
the IronMaori 2013 event in Napier this 
year, we did manage to offer our team 
registration to some Tri-Poneke friends who 
participated in our place. Next year, we are 
hoping for less stress, and more time to 
get back into training for IronMaori 2014 
as a team. We have missed our Tri-Poneke 
friends and whānau and we’re looking 
forward to getting fitter.

Next year will be a busy year for us both and 
we  have no plans except to work hard and 
keep on track with our future endeavours 
for Tapatoru. On behalf of us both, please 
enjoy the moment, celebrate the successes 
you have achieved this year and prepare for 
a busy 2014.   

Arohanui, Karen and Peri.
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FEATURE

My work with the NZAF started 
5 years ago as a volunteer. With 
friends and family affected by HIV, 
I found the NZAF to be a great 
source of support and information. 
As a volunteer I found it rewarding 
and fulfilling to give back to an 
organisation that prevents HIV, 
and supports those living with HIV.

I started working for NZAF last 
year. My job involves building and 
maintaining relationships with venues, 
organisations and individuals who 
support our mission to build a condom 
culture among gay and bi men in New 

Christmas Lilly!

Zealand. I am also heavily involved 
in various community events as an 
ambassador for the Love Your Condom 
message. This is my absolute passion, 
I love what I do and it is honestly my 
dream job. My vision is to create a 
condom culture where wearing a 
condom is considered the norm. 

There are many things I love about 
working with Wellington’s GLBTI 
community. Being involved with 
the diverse cross-sections of our 
community has opened doors for me 
and given me opportunities to get 
involved with all walks of life under the 
GLBTI umbrella. 

Lee Eklund
Community Engagement Coordinator 

Wellington and Lower North Island 

To successfully engage with our 
community you need to earn people’s 
respect and gain their trust. In the last 
year we have doubled the number of 
venues, organisations and stakeholders 
who support our work in Wellington 
and the Lower North Island. I believe 
my success in my role is a direct result 
of the recognition and respect I have of 
others, and my passion for this work.
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Christmas Lilly! (continued)

FEATURE

Tapatoru interview
15 November 2013

I came to New Zealand about eight 
years ago. I lived in Auckland for seven 
months and was transferred down to 
our Wellington venue and I’ve been 
here ever since. I liked Auckland and 
always will but after living here for a 
while I got so settled and fell in love 
with this city, Wellington is now my 
home.

I came to New Zealand for a couple of 
reasons: I met a couple of great girls 
when I did my OE in Australia, they 
were from Fielding so I guess knowing 
someone here made it a little bit easier 
for me from being the furthest place 
away from England, and it was my last 
opportunity of having a working visa, 
after thirty one you can’t get a working 
visa. So I had a sell by date so to speak. 

Life for me in England was great . I 
lived in England for twenty three years 
and then moved to Tenerife (Canary 
Islands) which was home for four 
years. What an amazing four years that 
was!!! The reason why I left England 
was because I found it very hard to 
come out especially coming from a 
small town. I didn’t like the way I was 
at all. I tried to fight myself being gay, 
more so in my mid-teens to late teens 
with the whole AIDS epidemic. With 
TV and new papers reporting horrific 
AIDS related deaths, this really freaked 
me out even more, it made me so 
paranoid and made me fight being gay 
hugely, fighting something that I knew 
what was, was the biggest fight of my 
life and I did get depressed through it. 

I was young and knew nothing of this 
Illness apart from it was killing gay 
men, I was so unhappy and falling in 
to a big hole and I really needed to get 
out, so I moved away which regrettably 
I don’t think that anybody should do 
that (leave their own country) to come 
out. It made me grow stronger and 
stronger.  Yes of course I miss my friends 
and my family terribly and could never 
replace what I have in England. They 
are irreplaceable however moving 
overseas and starting a new journey 
has made me who I am today.  It is 
definitely a better lifestyle here in New 

Zealand without a doubt, hands down 
I feel very lucky and obliged to live 
in such a beautiful country, city and 
community.
From the age of sixteen to twenty three 
years, all the jobs in England was factory 
work starting from packing to being a 
forklift driver, and a wagon driver (that 
being a heavy goods vehicle driver). I 
didn’t start working in hospitality until 
I moved to Tenerife and from then on 
I was in hospitality business for 15 
years from bar man, Waiter, Assistant 
Manager, Duty Manager, Maitre D, 
and Restaurant Manager. I couldn’t 
really climb up the hospitably ladder 
anymore other than owning my own 
venue. Being in this industry has most 
definitely had a huge benefit for me 
having this role. After being part of 
our volunteering team starting five 
years prior to today my passion was 
growing into something else.  Giving 
back to our community and supporting 
others. I never thought that I would be 
in the role am in today. A job like this 
is few and far between. Our previous 
Community Engagement coordinator 
who many people know and respect 
moved on to an even bigger role still 
involved with our community. He 
strongly recommended that I apply for 
this role and seeing my passion and 
giving my all to the community said it 
all. And from then on I started working 
at the NZ AIDS Foundation here in 
Wellington which I really still can’t 
believe that I’ve got this role. I feel 
very lucky to have a dream job really 
which is the segment that featured in 
Gay Express at the start of this article.
Lilly (and for the purpose of this 
December issue I’ve called her 
“Christmas Lilly!” is my slightly identical 
twin sister. We sound very similar but 
the obvious differences are that she’s 
all hair and mouth!!! Lilly is a big, bold 
bombshell from Liverpool so I suppose 
more people could relate her to Bet 
Lynch from Coronation Street. She’s 
was created more from Lilly Savage 
who is a very well-known Drag queen 
in England sometimes known as the 
nation’s sweet heart!!!!! She is more 
of a standup comedian with her own 
TV show as well as game show host; 

she’s wears a little bit classier clothes 
then Savage. It’s not all leopard skin 
miniskirts and PVC high thigh heel 
boots. She’s more of a long velvety 
sequin sort of girl. At first glance, you’d 
think ‘wow, fabulous’ until she opens 
her mouth...and you think ‘slut!!!  

Lilly is very entertaining and she has 
made an incredible impact on my 
work in delivering the message Love 
Your Condom out there and that’s 
one of the other reasons why she was 
created. Lilly only comes out for NZAF/ 
LYC and since I’ve been involved with 
NZ AIDS Foundation she’s made a huge 
and positive impact and she’s well 
known. 

Before Lilly I didn’t do drag. But I think 
deep down I always wanted to do drag. 
When I lived in Tenerife I used to do 
a spot of compeering/MC and sing on 
stage and I used to be hugely nervous 
in comparison to now. I always asked 
female impersonators as they were 
know as in Tenerife how they had 
the nerves to get up and do a show 
so easily. They always said “you’re 
somebody else on that stage and no 
one will know it’s you” “it’s great to be 
someone else’s for the night”. “You can 
do what the hell you like”!!! To look at 
Lilly we do look very different but the 
voice is the dead giveaway, so people 
do know it’s me. So Lilly was created 
three years ago and she got louder and 
louder so now going on stage is water 
off a ducks back. 

Lilly is getting to play a big part in 
my life especially when NZ AIDS 
Foundation sponsors events. Lilly is 
more in demand than myself [Lee] 
myself. She is a great host and grips 
the audience; you have to have a sense 
of humor with her. When Lilly comes 
out, I’m just so confident. Lilly has also 
given me myself confidence to speak 
on stage so Lilly has made me such a 
better confident person, it’s incredible, 
I can’t really describe it, it just benefits 
all round.

I am involved within the huge 
diverseness of the GLBTI community. I 
engage and network with a huge range 
under the rainbow umbrella youth, 
trans, gay, bisexual, intersex, MSM..... 
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Christmas Lilly! (continued)

FEATURE

Groups range from Wellington city 
Regions like Schools Out, Wellington 
Bears, Wellington Gay Welfare Group, 
from up the coast’ Kapiti Rainbow, 
MALGRA. Also our cultural group called 
Tiwhanawhana (Takatāpui local kapa 
haka group). Tiwhanawhana is a group 
that has been going for about ten 
years now. It’s a much respected group 
that a lot of the GLBTI community 
does know about. Being a member 
of Tiwhanawhana has done me huge 
favors by singing waiata, poi as well 
as haka in this group. Having great 
respect for a very spiritual culture 
you feel very rewarded afterwards. 
Because I have no family/whānau here, 
Tiwhanawhana is definitely whānau 
to me and it’s improved my level of 
knowledge about whānau and culture. 
I love it immensely.  
My dream for the future is a good 
question. I’m living my dream! That’s 
what I’m doing, I’m living the dream 
of just been involved with so many 
people in our GLBTI community with 
giving support and always being there, 
having respect and trust and being a 
valued member. You cannot buy that. 
It is priceless! You can’t buy love; you 
can’t buy trust or respect and what the 
community actually gives back to you. 
It’s an honor to be a valued community 
member. 

When I was in England I was not on 
the scene. I didn’t really have any gay 
friends. I was a gay man in the straight 
scene It’s just amazing that today 
(now), I’m part the gay scene  because 
of my role, I’ve got GLBTI friends as 
well as family, I’m a Drag Queen, and 
low and behold working for NZ AIDS 
Foundation, something that was 
making me incredibly paranoid and 
stopping me being me!! 
It’s been an incredible journey to get 
me to where I am today and to be 
honest a new journey has just begun. 

Kia Ora Tātou

As Lilly says “And remember wear 
precautions on your lower portions”

Lee (aka Lilly)
XXXXXX

Nau Mai - Haere Mai - Welcome

Tiwhanawhana
Supporting, 

unity, sharing, 
having fun, 
waiata, poi 
kapa haka, 
discussion, 
planning, 

involvement,
community...

Contact Details
Website:   http://www.tiwhanawhana.com/

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/tiwhanawhanakapa
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HUMAN RIGHTS

GayNZ.com with Jack Byrne
27th November 2013

In January 2008 the Human Rights 
Commission published To Be 
Who I Am the final report of its 
Transgender Inquiry, looking at the 
discrimination faced by transgender 
and intersex New Zealanders. 

As Labour promises 
to take action on 
all the outstanding 
recommendations if 
elected, we look at 
how much progress 
has already been 
made and what 
remains to be done.

Fully achieved
• 2009: Law change enabling overseas 

born NZ-citizens or permanent 
residents to apply for a Family Court 
declaration changing their sex 
details

• 2012: New Department of Internal 
Affairs passport policy allows people 
to choose whether they want to 
have M, F or X under “sex” on their 
passport.

• 2013: New NZTA driver licence 
policy, similar to passport policy

• Human Right’s Commission’s 
education programme on trans 
human rights

• Department of Labour resource 
Transgender People at Work

• Search policies – consultation with 
police and work with government 
agencies

Significant progress
• 2011: Good practice guide for NZ 

health professionals about gender 
reassignment health services. This 
is now due for revision

• 2013: Transgender prisoners can 
make a case to be placed in a prison 
based on their gender identity

• Positive visibility of transgender 

To Be Who I Am: Progress Update
people, for example the Assume 
Nothingworkshops (which attracted 
1,000 people) and the exhibition 
(which 200,000 people saw)

Where the Human Rights 
Commission is filling the gap
• Resources for schools

• Policy for trans and intersex 
participation in sport

Some progress
• Government agencies consulting 

with transgender people

• Intersex human rights – Human 
Rights Commission’s intersex 
roundtables, submissions and public 
education workshops

Initial steps
• Collection of gender identity and/

or sex data – the Commission has 
made submissions to Statistics NZ 
and Internal Affairs on this issue

• Initial discussions in relation to 
other issues for trans prisoners such 
as access to hormones, counselling 
and rehabilitation in prison

• Work with Ministry of Justice and 
police on options for disclosing 
previous names

Limited progress
• Ministry of Justice recording 

information on crimes against 
transgender people because of their 
gender identity

• Ministry of Health and DHBs 
providing clear information about 
available gender reassignment 
services (Also - Concerns about cut-
backs to these services in Auckland)

• Government agencies proactively 
reviewing policies and practices to 
ensure they are inclusive and not 
discriminatory

Not aware of any progress
• Insurance industry considering 

health insurance coverage for 
transgender people (or intersex 
adults)

• Office of the Privacy Commissioner 
offering specific guidance on how 
privacy laws apply to personal 
information about transgender 
people

• Ministry of Health increasing 
knowledge about historical and 
current practices in relation to 
intersex people

• Work with border control agencies 
on how to improve the safety of 
people travelling with an X on their 
passport

No progress
• Changing the Births, Deaths, 

Marriages and Relationships 
Registration Act to simplify the 
process for changing sex details on 
a birth certificate

• Changing the Human Rights Act 
to clarify that protection from 
discrimination based on sex includes 
gender identity

The Human Rights Commission says 
since To Be Who I Am was published 
there has been significant progress 
internationally in both of these areas 
and the Inquiry’s recommendations 
are now modest compared to current 
international best practice such as 
gender recognition laws that enable 
birth certificates to be changed 
through a simple process, and gender 
identity being explicitly stated in anti-
discrimination laws.

A group of queer, transgender and 
intersex New Zealanders has also 
made a community submission to the 
United Nations’ Universal Periodic 
Review of New Zealand’s human rights 
record, which takes place in Geneva 
in January. It picks up on outstanding 
issues from the Transgender Inquiry for 
both transgender and intersex people. 
GayNZ.com will have more on this soon.

Thanks to Jack Byrne at the Human 
Rights Commission for his help with the 
update!
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TRIBUTES

By Deanne Jackson
15 December 2013

Tena koutou katoa

Jodie Candida Capree aka Jodie Patena 
Downes passed at 4.20pm on Monday 
18th November 2013 at Mary Potter 
Hospice, Mein Street, Wellington.

Her brother James and whanau arrived 
in Wellington on the Tuesday to take 

A tribute to 
Jodie Capree (aka Jodie Downes)  

 18 November 2013

Jodie back up to their homeland in  
Taumarunui.

Jodie lay in state at the whanau marae 
at Kauriki marae ki Taumarunui.

I travelled up on the Thursday with 
Wai, Ana and Quantaz. We met up with 
Lesleigh, Colleen and her partner John.

Jodie is now At Peace and is interred 
at Kauriki urupa alongside her sister 

Harisha Downes. 

Love and Blessings always to Jodie’s 
sister Bubs and niece Reiwana. A big 
heartfelt thank you to James and 
the Downes whanau katoa, to all the 
ringawera, to the paepae ki Kauriki 
Marae. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, 
mihimai ki a koutou katoa.

http://www.greenmedinfo.com/
6th May 2013
By Sayer Ji, Founder

The future of cardiovascular disease 
prevention and treatment will not be 
found in your medicine cabinet, rather 
in your kitchen cupboard or in your back 
yard growing on a tree.
Pomegranate Found To Prevent 
Coronary Artery Disease Progression
A new study published in the journal 
Atherosclerosis confirms that 
pomegranate extract may prevent 
and/or reverse the primary pathology 
associated with cardiac mortality: the 
progressive thickening of the coronary 
arteries caused by the accumulation of 

How To Clean Your Arteries With One Simple Fruit
fatty materials known as atherosclerosis.
Mice with a genetic susceptibility 
towards spontaneous coronary artery 
blockages were given pomegranate 
extract via their drinking water 
for two weeks, beginning at three 
weeks of age. Despite the fact that 
pomegranate treatment actually 
increased cholesterol levels associated 
with very low density lipoprotein-sized 
particles, the treatment both reduced 
the size of the atherosclerotic plaques 
in the aortic sinus (the dilated opening 
above the aortic valve) and reduced the 
proportion of coronary arteries with 
occlusive atherosclerotic plaques.
Remarkably, the researchers also found 
that pomegranate extract treatment 
resulted in the following beneficial 
effects:
• Reduced levels of oxidative stress
• Reduced monocytie chemotactic 

protein-1, a chemical messenger 
(chemokine) associated with 
inflammatory processes within the 
arteries.  

• Reduced lipid accumulation in the 
heart muscle

• Reduced macrophage infiltration in 
the heart muscle

• Reduced levels of monocyte 

chemotactic protein-1 and fibrosis 
in the myocardium

• Reduced cardiac enlargement
• Reduced ECG abnormalities
How can something as benign and 
commonplace as a fruit extract reverse 
so many aspects of coronary artery 
disease, simultaneously, as evidenced 
by the study above?  The answer may 
lie in the fact that our ancestors co-
evolved with certain foods (fruits in 
particular) for so long that a lack of 
adequate quantities of these foods may 
directly result in deteriorating organ 
function.  Indeed, two-time Nobel 
Prize winner Linus Pauling argued that 
vitamin C deficiency is a fundamental 
cause of cardiovascular disease, owing 
to the fact that our hominid primate 
ancestors once had year-round access 
to fruits, and as a result lost the ability 
to synthesize it. 



GayNZ.com
1st November 2013

As a collection of her gowns, 
headdresses and other taonga were 
this morning welcomed into the Te 
Papa collection Carmen Rupe was 
remembered as “an irresistible and 
irrepressible force” as well as for her 
kindness.

Politicians, family and friends of the 
transgender icon and representatives 
of the gay community present for 
the welcoming ceremony included 
Maori Party co-leader Tariana Turia, 
Wellington mayor Celia Wade-Brown, 
Carmen’s brother Francis Rupe, and 
friends Dana de Milo, Georgina Beyer, 
David Hartnell and, from Sydney, close 
friends Robin Waerea, Jurgen Hoffman 
and Diego Brown.

Wade-Brown noted that many of the 
things Carmen included in her 1970s 
mayoral bid manifesto, including 
decriminalisation of homosexuality and 
prostitution, bars open past midnight, 
the drinking age lowered to 18 and 
sex education provided in schools, had 
subsequently come to pass. “If I had 
lived in New Zealand at the time I am 
sure I would have voted for Carmen,” 
Wade-Brown said.

In a speech which highlighted 
Carmen’s background and 
upbringing Tariana Turia 
recommended to the gathered Te 
Papa hierarchy that the museum’s 
restaurant, “Icon”, be renamed 
“Carmen’s Place.”

Close friend David Hartnell said 
that he has kept every letter 
Carmen wrote him over several 
decades. He listed the words 
“iconic, controversy, kindness, 
friendship and fashion” as being 
amongst her positive attributes.

It was noted by most speakers 
that Carmen always wanted her 
taonga gathered into the Te Papa 
collection and that she always 
loved the place “because it was free.”

Kirstie Ross, Te Papa’s curator of 
modern New Zealand history, says 
Carmen’s collection reflects a time of 
significant change in New Zealand’s 
history. “These objects are from the 
collection of an iconic and iconoclastic 
Wellingtonian and New Zealander. 
Carmen was a key personality from a 
period when official attitudes towards 
homosexuality, prostitution, and even 
alcohol licensing were not as liberal as 

they are today.”
Gowns, headdresses, poi and other 
items including jewellery were 
accepted by Te Papa today, as well as 
a lavender-painted policeman’s helmet 
originally worn by an officer who 
arrested Carmen in the 1960s.  The 
items handed over today will join the 
first group of Carmen’s taonga, which 
were acquired by Te Papa in 2006.

Old friend Dana de Milo caries one of 
Carmen’s headdresses into Te Papa

Carmen’s taonga presented to Te Papa
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Friday 1 November 2013
SPEECH 
Presentation of taonga in memory of the late 
Carmen Rupe, Museum of New Zealand Te Papa 
Tongarewa

E te iwi e tau mai nei, your worship the 
Mayor Celia Wade-Brown, my friend 
Georgina Beyer, whanau and friends of 
Carmen Rupe, tena koutou katoa.
On the first floor of Te Papa there is a 
restaurant called Icon. After today, we might 
well rename it Carmen’s Place.

For if there was ever anyone who deserved 
the title of Icon it would be her - Carmen 
Rupe from Taumarunui - vivacious 
performer, entrepreneur, activist, business 
woman, Wellington legend and New Zealand 
superstar.

I have been asked to speak - as a Member of 
Parliament - about Carmen’s impact on our 
nation - her role in paving the way for others 
to follow.

In order to do so I want to first take us to 
Ngapuwaiwaha - the meeting place of 
the waters. The marae, in the centre of 
Taumarunui, is where our whanau across 
Whanganui gather every January to 
celebrate our tribal journey of discovery, Te 
Tira Hoe Waka.

For Carmen, her journey of discovery started 
here, a child of Ngati Maniapoto and Ngati 
Haua. In her 1988 biography, she recalled 
“there was always a sense of belonging, 
being well fed and well-loved amidst a 
confusion of grandmothers and aunties.”

Her extended family lived at Pongaruhu 
road and grew up on the farm of the Te 
Keepa grandparents. Koro Te Keepa’s place 
became the centre of all whanau activity. 
Haymaking, mustering, shearing, crutching 
and harvesting - attracted aunts and uncles 
from far and wide. People came to be healed, 
for advice, for gossip, for sacred ceremonies. 
The children explored swimming holes, 
sought out wild honey and went eeling along 
the banks.

I wanted to share some of these beginnings 
because they provided a rich context for the 
incredible life Carmen is more well known 
for. Despite hardship and challenge, she had 
the courage and the strength of character to 
withstand pain, prejudice and violence and 
still come up smiling. As her biography title 
suggests she was happiest “having a ball.”

In 1955 Carmen was conscripted and started 
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military training as a nurse. In that first year 
of service she did an impression of cabaret 
performer Eartha Kitt and was treated to 
a standing ovation from the soldiers. Two 
years later she moved to Kings Cross, gained 
breast implants, took up hula dancing and 
earned her place in history as the very first 
Maori drag queen.

Real life was however, far removed from 
the glittery dazzle of Carmen’s outrageous 
eyelashes, juicy red lips and elaborate 
costumes.

The police were heavy, regularly assaulting 
drag performers, harassing lesbian, gay or 
transgender people for ‘offensive behaviour’ 
such as men wearing female clothing. 
Carmen was locked up in Long Bay prison 
about a dozen times, charged and arrested 
even though no crime had been committed.

So she came home to Aotearoa and 
establishing Carmen’s International Coffee 
Lounge - a site of significance for visitors to 
Wellington and a haven of sorts for several 
Members of Parliament.

It was about this time that Carmen was 
summoned before the Privileges Committee 
by Robert Muldoon for daring to suggest 
some MPs were gay or bisexual.

Her description of that meeting just has to 
be on the record:

“A 9.30am sharp I had a black, chauffeur-
driven limousine pick me up from Carmen’s 
International Coffee lounge and convey me 
to Parliament. ....I’ve always thought that 
black made a woman of my complexion and 
stature look so dignified. If I say it myself, my 
overall appearance that day was stunning.

I accentuated my long auburn hair, turning 
it into a pillar with the deft use of four small 
wigs. To give a further illusion of height I 
wore very high platform shoes which were 
then in fashion.

I think that what thrilled me the most was the 
fact that all work seemed to have stopped 
on the Beehive complex construction site 
next to Parliament. The workers crowded 
the Beehive scaffolding to whistle, cheer and 
clap me as I posed...” 

Once inside the Committee room, the actual 
hearing didn’t take long. On the panel were 
Sir Wallace Rowling, Sir Robert Muldoon, 
Dr Martin Findlay, Bob Tizard, and Brian 
Talboys. Again in Carmen’s own words:

“Looking at all those stern faces staring at 

me I felt like Sinderfella locked in a room with 
the Muggerly Sisters.”

Her political career didn’t stop at that one 
encounter. In 1927 Carmen ran for Mayor of 
Wellington campaigning for bars to open past 
midnight, for the drinking age to be lowered 
to 18, for prostitution to be made legal, for 
homosexual acts to be de-criminalised and 
for sex education in schools - all which have 
now been achieved. We have come a long 
way but not far enough to address issues for 
the transgender community.

She was intolerant of hypocrisy - she 
challenged the overt discrimination of the 
time, and in that sense truly paved the way 
in providing a safe place for people to just 
be.

Scandalous, fascinating, flamboyant, a 
trailblazer - there are many ways in which 
we can describe the one and only Carmen.

But perhaps her greatest attribute was as a 
friend to many. She befriended some of our 
most vulnerable - breaking down barriers - 
seeking to promote acceptance of anyone 
within the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and intersexual community.

Wellington was a richer place for her 
distinctive and distinguished presence. In 
2006 she was presented with the Absolutely 
Positive Wellingtonian Award at the occasion 
of her 70th birthday.

Today, as we reflect on the full impact of her 
life in political and community spheres it is 
almost breath-taking to consider her place in 
history as an entertainer, business woman, 
a confidante of the rich and famous and a 
human rights activist to name a few.

But there are others here who know her 
far more intimately - and I mihi to the Rupe 
whanau, her close friends Robin Waerea and 
Jurgen Hoffman, the ladies of the night, her 
street friends, her community, her whanau, 
hapu and iwi.

As a small boy, Trevor Rupe wanted to be a 
nun or failing that a famous film star. When 
we said farewell to Carmen two years ago, 
we grieved the loss of a most remarkable 
New Zealander, famous beyond her wildest 
dreams, a champion of difference, a voice 
for those society often failed to recognise.

Today, in this special celebration of all she 
represents, we must indeed, have a ball and 
treasure, in our own way, the Icon that once 
passed our way.

Tena tatou katoa.
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What has been billed as “The final 
painting of Carmen” was unveiled at a 
private function held in Wellington this 
afternoon to mark the gift of some of 
the transgender icon’s personal effects 
to Te Papa.

The work of internationally recognised 
gay Maori artist Te Mete, the painting 
was unveiled before an invitation-
only gathering of over 60 friends and 
whanau of the late Carmen Rupe, held 
following this morning’s hand-over of 
taonga Carmen herself had directed be 
entrusted to Te Papa.

In a relaxed setting speakers including 
David Hartnell, who knew Carmen since 
the 1960s, Wayne ‘Miss K’ Otter and 
Dana de Milo who knew and worked 
for the celebrity madam and coffee-
shop proprietress in their youth, and 
retired police officer Trevor Morley who 
was a vice squad member who had to 
arrest Carmen in the 1970s, regaled the 
gathering with intimate, humorous and 
sometimes bawdy tales of the character 

‘Final Carmen portrait,’ by Te Mete, unveiled
and exploits of 
Carmen. Amongst 
other insights, ex-MP 
Georgina Beyer and 
one-time prostitute 
Georgina Beyer told 
to great laughter of 
how Carmen took 
her in as a sexually 
questioning youth, 
“a new queen on the 
scene,” and provided 
her with her first 
client.

Stories, waiata, 
performances, laughter and tears 
mixed throughout the afternoon which, 
combined with this morning’s taonga 
handover, Carmen’s close and long-
time friend Dana de Milo described as 
providing closure.

“Bringing some of her things back here 
has provided a bit of closure... it really 
hits home that she’s gone,” De Milo 
says. She found it “very, very moving” 
coming onto the Te Papa marae, “and 
I was close to tears... Carmen would 

have been very proud of today and I’m 
certainly proud for her.” She says she 
felt “very humble and very blessed” 
to be chosen to carry one of Carmen’s 
headdresses into Te Papa.

David Hartnell issued a challenge to the 
glbti communities to keep the pressure 
on Te Papa to show Carmen’s taonga, 
“to not leave them in the closet.”

Carmen’s brother Francis Rupe and artist 
Te Mete with the unveiled portrait
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Article | Vaughan Meneses

Photo | Carmen at her 70th Birthday Party 
in Sydney by John Stanley. 
www.john-stanley.com. 

We celebrate the contribution of 
Carmen Rupe as the last of her 
Taonga are accepted into the existing 
collection at Te Papa. Let’s take a 
moment to reflect on her legacy.

Much has been made of Carmen’s 
vibrancy and uncompromising values 
when it came to achieving social 
change. She is legendary in the truest 
of senses; her stories live on as largely 
now as they did before her passing and 
with time they will not lose their glow. 
We will look back at her life with our 
rose-tinted glasses and smile at how 
fabulous she was.

It seems somehow ironic that at a time 
when we pat ourselves on the back 
for realising many of the visions that 
Carmen articulated in the’60s and ’70s, 
that we seem to have glossed over 
the fact that she did not actually get 
to share personally in many of those 
successes, and lived the last of her 
days in Sydney. We say she was one 
of our own, but how much of ‘us’ did 
we actually give her? We say we loved, 
admired and treasured her; but we did 
it from afar.

I am grateful to people like David 
Hartnell, Robin Waerea, Jurgen 
Hoffman and many of her other friends 
for cherishing and supporting her in the 

The Gift of Carmen
way that she deserved. They made a 
promise to her that they would bring 
her gifts to Te Papa, and they kept that 
promise. I am similarly grateful for the 
recognition that was bestowed upon 
Carmen by Te Papa at the very moving 
powhiri on Friday 01 November 2013. 
I loved the beautiful acknowledgement 
by Celia Wade-Brown the Mayor of 
Wellington, and I was humbled by the 
words of the Honorable Tariana Turia not 
just for Carmen, but for our community. 
But where is our community? How 
could Carmen be ‘ours’ more now that 
she is no longer with us than

When Bob Jones funded Carmen’s 1977 
bid for the Wellington mayoralty he was 
grand-standing behind her courage, 
and much of it was about shock value. 
She was mocked and her ideas around 
sexuality, prostitution, liquor licensing 
etc treated as absurd at the time. It was 
inconceivable that all of these things 
would actually come to pass. But they 
did. When she was`actually living and 
breathing beside us? I think we have 
some lessons to learn. We should 
not leave it until people have passed 
or moved from within our midst to 
embrace them unconditionally.

It is almost impossible for us to overstate 
the impact of Carmen on our social 
fabric. I remember her being talked 
about at the dinner table when I was 10 
years old in 1977, and not in favourable 
terms. At that age I already knew I was 
different and as I sat quietly feeling 
myself growing red and shovelling 
peas into my mouth, all I could think 
of was how much I wanted to see this 
‘creature’, as my mother described her.

As her personally chosen objects were 
being accepted into the museum, I felt 
a little overwhelmed by the sheer sense 
of loss and tragedy.

In saying that, I have no real idea if 
Carmen would have even wanted that, 
but what I do know is that it is time 
for us to follow Carmen’s example and 
see that courage needs to come from 

within. Perhaps today our demons do 
not come in the shape of a Beehive, 
or a health system or the institution 
of marriage. Today, they come from 
a place far closer to home – our own 
attitudes towards each other. We all 
share, whether we know it or not. A 
sense of shame was also in my heart as 
I reflected on how we treat our elders 
within our wider GLBTI community. 
It just seems wrong to me that this 
woman was not even able to live out 
the last of her days in the very place 
where her legacy lives on; in the city 
that purports to call her ‘ours’.

As a continuation of Carmen’s journey, 
let’s think a little more deeply and use 
her example to propel us as boldly, as 
loudly and with as much dignity as she 
did to make change.

For me, the legacy of Carmen does not 
lie in film clips and documentaries, tell-
all biographies, portraits, photos in the 
National Library, outrageous costumes 
and fabulous jewellery stowed in Te 
Papa, or in the anecdotes and stories. 
These are things that will help us 
remember, but her true legacy lies in 
society’s acceptance of me and my 
partner openly holding hands in public; 
it shows itself in the way I unashamedly 
hug and kiss my friends in the street; 
and it blesses me when I see my life in 
comparison with the current horrific 
treatment of GLBTI people in many 
other less-enlightened countries. One 
more thing I would like to see is for us 
to treasure our people as much when 
they are with us as we do when they 
have passed.

Carmen, you are and always will be 
beautiful. Always.

Body Photos | Carmen’s powhiri at the 
marae at Museum of New Zealand 
Te Papa Tongarewa
01 November 2013 
by Alex Efimoff. 
www.pro-photography.co
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Chiropractic
Are Germs the Enemy?
Did you know that germs by themselves are not always bad 
for your body?

Many have been raised to believe that germs will make us 
sick, but that’s only partially true. There are many good types 
of germs, or bacteria, that benefit the body.

For instance, that lactobacillus acidophilus in your yogurt is a 
good “gut” germ that aids in digestion.

Other germs are harmful, but they need a hospitable host 
to allow them to thrive and cause illness. When our bodies 
are weak due to poor nutrition, lack of sleep or nervous 
system interference, they are the perfect breeding ground 
for germs that cause colds, flus and a variety of other ills.

Regular chiropractic care, along with our advice on healthy 
eating, exercise and stress-free living, may help to build a 
strong defense against unwanted germs. Taking a proactive 
approach to your health means that “bad” germs won’t 
thrive, but you will!

Scrambled 
Nerve Messages
By now you know that your brain, spinal cord and all the 
nerves of your body control and regulate every cell, tissue, 
organ and system. Your brain sends nerve messages down 
the spinal cord, and then out from between each spinal 
joint to every part of your body.

Beat the heart! Secrete enzymes! Inhale! Exhale! Perspire! 
More stomach acid! Blink!

Then, each organ and tissue originates its own messages 
back to the brain, confirming that the instruction was 
received and acted upon.

The integrity of this feedback loop is vital if you want to be 
healthy.

These nerve messages to or from your brain can get 
scrambled or distorted. It happens more often than you think. 
We call these subluxations. And chiropractors are the only 
licensed professionals who detect and reduce subluxations. 
If you know someone who isn’t enjoying optimal health, he 
or she probably has subluxations. Urge them to give us a call

The Danger Lurking in Your 
Medicine Cabinet
NSAIDs: otherwise known as non-steroidal anti-inflammatories, 
can be obtained over-the-counter or by prescription to 
relieve aches and pains.

But are you aware of the risks? These drugs can have serious 
adverse effects. Gastrointestinal bleeding, muscle cramps, 
increased risks of heart problems and irregular heart rhythms, 
even death can be attributed to them.

74 Park Road, Miramar, Wellington

Phone: 04 891 0911
Fax: 04 891 0912
email: drcomely@totalhealthchiro.co.nz

www.totalhealthchiro.co.nz

Dr David Comely
BSc.(Chiro), Cert. AK

Why risk these unwanted effects to merely mask or cover up 
an important way your body talks to its owner. The truth is, 
these drugs, while convenient, merely trick your body so it 
can’t feel the pain. The cause is still there.

We take a different path. We locate and reduce the actual 
cause of your pain. It starts with a thorough chiropractic 
examination. Some say, it’s the most complete exam 
they’ve ever had.

Then, as our precise chiropractic adjustments target 
the underlying nerve interference, symptoms subside as 
your body’s ability to self-heal is revived. Problem solved. 
Naturally.

Breathe Easier
A report funded by the Australian Spinal Research Foundation 
suggests that there may be a link between chiropractic and 
the reduction of asthma symptoms.

According to Macquarie University researcher Dr. Ray 
Hayek, the study involved hundreds of people suffering with 
asthma symptoms.

“When an asthma sufferer is under the anxiety of a looming 
asthma attack, the levels of the hormone cortisol increase. This 
acute increase in cortisol through a number of mechanisms 
can bring on an asthma attack,” says Dr. Hayek. “Levels of 
the stress hormone cortisol steadily decreased during the 
trial, and levels of immunological markers (immunoglobulin 
A) steadily rose.”

Which is a scientific way of suggesting that reducing nervous 
system stress with chiropractic adjustments may have a 
positive effect on those susceptible of having an asthma 
attack.

While chiropractic isn’t a treatment for asthma, it appears 
that by reducing tension to the nervous system, the symptom 
called asthma may be reduced. Fascinating!

Have a Safe Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!
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Santa’s shopping in the sixties  
www.stuff.co.nz
3rd December 2013
Timaru Herald Staff Reporter

Christmas is fast approaching, so this 
week The Timaru Herald’s Past Times 
page took a look at what was on 
everyone’s shopping lists 50 years ago. 
While some of the names have dropped 
off the business radar, others are still 
going strong. 

Married gay 
minister celebrates 

as ‘full citizen’
www.stuff.co.nz
6th November 2013
MARRIAGE equality 
crusader Margaret 
Mayman has 
blessed hundreds 
of weddings. 

Now she has finally won the battle to 
have her own. 
The Wellington Presbyterian minister 
and her partner of 17 years, Clare 
Brockett, were married in a small 
ceremony at the Copthorne Hotel 
Wellington over Labour Weekend. 
The pair are now among 117 same-
sex couples who have married since 
Parliament legalised same-sex marriage 
in April. 
It is believed Dr Mayman is the first 
Christian minister in New Zealand to 
have a same-sex wedding. 
“We feel like we are full citizens of 
New Zealand,” she said. “It is definitely 
something to celebrate.” 
The senior minister at St Andrew’s on 
The Terrace has been a vocal supporter 
of marriage equality and was in the 
public gallery when Parliament took the 
crucial vote to pass Labour MP Louisa 
Wall’s bill into law. 
Over Labour Weekend, she presided 
over the wedding of another couple of 
women before tying the knot herself. “It 
is about the quality of the relationship, 
not the gender,” she said. 
However, her marriage also has a 
practical aspect as she, her 25-year-
old son and her partner are moving to 
Sydney this month, where same-sex 
couples still cannot marry. 
While the couple were already in a civil 
union, she said the blessing of marriage 
was a significant step. “It has a religious 
significance, which is important for 
both of us.” 
Statistics New Zealand figures released 
yesterday show that, since the first 
same-sex marriage was blessed on 
August 19, 117 gay couples have 
exchanged vows. 
The newlyweds included 56 male 
and 61 female couples, with 40 of 
them travelling from overseas to take 
advantage of the law change. 
Forty-five couples traded in a civil union 
for marriage. 

WED AT LAST: Presbyterian minister Margaret Mayman, 
right, and her partner of 17 years, Clare Brockett, tied the 

knot in Wellington last month.



TATOU-

www.tapatoru.org.nz               DECEMBER 2013 Page 16
AOTEAROA

GayNZ.com
7th December 2013
Transgender rights advocate Kelly Ellis 
is seeking Labour’s backing to be its 
candidate in the Whangarei electorate 
at the next election.
The lawyer and TransAdvocates co-
founder often works with demoralised 
transgender clients, and was integral in 
the successful push for Corrections to 
change its policy in regards to housing 
female transgender prisoners in men’s 
jails.
Ellis has been encouraged to make a tilt 
at being Labour’s candidate by friends.
“We have a strong group of Labour 
lawyers here in Whangarei who have 
a strong sense of social justice. We all 
work doing criminal, family and youth 
justice. From the ranks of this great 
bunch of people I’ve been put forward 
as a nominee.”
When it comes to what could be 
brought to Parliament, Ellis cites good 
professional advocacy skills which will 
allow articulation of the aspirations of 
Whangarei people.
“I have a broad range of experience, 
having lived rough and penniless, 
worked in shearing gangs, car factories, 
as a journalist, as a lawyer for the last 22 
years, as a parent, a wanna-be farmer.
“This experience gives me the ability to 
relate easily to a wide range of people. 
I’m energetic and have a history of 
working hard for the down-trodden. 
I believe these will stand me in good 
stead.”
If successful in gaining Labour’s 
nomination, Ellis would take on a new 
National candidate, as incumbent Phil 
Heatley is retiring when the current 
term ends.
The lawyer is confident, despite 
National maintaining its grip on the 
electorate since 1975.
“With the swing to Labour we’ll see this 
election, a less-popular new National 
candidate and a strong performance 
from our 
team, there 
is no doubt 
a win is 
achievable.”

Lawyer and rights 
battler seeks 
Labour nod

Kelly Ellis 
(with canine 
buddy Bruce)

GayNZ.com
21st November 2013
By GayNZ.com with Jonathan Selu
Jonathan Selu from Tagata Pasifika 
for Marriage Equality is saddened at 
the Samoan Prime Minister’s bitter 
comments about a gay Samoan man’s 
wedding in New Zealand. He thinks 
political leaders should be more aware 
of the impact they can have.
While he has in the past praised 
fa’afafine as “glorious miracles”, 
Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi believes men marrying is 
“inappropriate”.
His comments were based on the 
Manawatu nuptials of Ralph Molesi and 
Will Brobbel, which screened on Tagata 
Pasifika.
Malielegaoi told the Samoa Observer 
that the usual thing to say during 
wedding ceremonies is that “I now 
declare you husband and wife.”

“Love” is what’s important

He added he believes “I now declare 
you man and husband and that is very 
inappropriate,” and the problem with 
the world today is that “everything is 
upside down.”
Tuilaepa refused to comment further 
except to say that the wedding was “a 
Kiwi matter, not ours.”
His comments led to a flood of 
homophobia on the newspaper’s 
website and social media.

GayNZ.com
21st November 2013

The stance that Prime Minister Tuilaepa 
Sa’ilele Malielegaoi on gay marriage 
is saddening because it implies that 
homosexuality is not acceptable in the 
fa’aSamoa.
However, personally, I understand how 
he has come to this opinion, for it is 
one that is common amongst the older 
generation of Samoans. Unlike New 
Zealand, Samoa is a country based on 
Christian values, morals and beliefs, of 
which homosexuality is not counted as 
one of them.
With that said, I can’t agree with the 
marginalisation and demonisation of 
something that is not a choice. As much 
as people in the Western world don’t 
choose to be gay, neither do our Pacific 
Rainbow ‘āiga choose homosexuality 
over heterosexuality. It is not a Western 
evil that has been imposed on Samoa 
(or the Pacific), but a human trait that 
simply is.
I believe that Samoa has a long way to 
go before homosexuality is accepted 
in the country but I still think that our 

Now, Jonathan Selu from the 
group Tagata Pasifika for 

Marriage Equality responds:
politicians and leaders should be more 
aware of how impacting their opinions 
can be for the people that they lead.
Health outcomes for our queer Pacific 
communities are considerably lower 
than that of our heterosexual ‘āiga, 
especially in the realms of mental 
health and addictions.
By further marginalising our Rainbow 
communities outside of our fa’afafine 
sisters doesn’t do anybody any good.
I feel for Ralph Molesi and his husband 
as this incident has tarnished what 
should have been a joyous occasion 
for the two of them and their ‘āiga. I 
congratulate the two of them and wish 
them the greatest of happiness in their 
journey together.
That is what is important; the love 
between two 
individuals and 
the commitment 
that they make 
to each other 
in the presence 
of those whom 
they hold 
dearest to them.
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GayNZ.com
28th November 2013
By Jacqui Stanford
OverWatch is closing a year where it’s 
marched in Auckland Pride and won 
a couple of awards with a conference 
centred on supporting workforce 
diversity. We check in on with the New 
Zealand Defence Force’s glbti support 
group after a busy year.
Members of OverWatch made a 
massive impact when they marched 
in the Auckland Pride Parade, the first 
time ever members of the New Zealand 
Defence Force have taken part in such 
an event in uniform.
OverWatch has only been around since 
January 2012, but 2013 has been a 
busy year. It lists its presence at Out in 
the Square in Wellington, the Big Gay 
Out in Auckland, and being voted as 
crowd favourite in the Auckland Pride 
march among its achievements. “[It 
was] a moment that made all of the 
participants, including civilian staff and 
friends and allies, incredibly proud,” the 
group says. 

Marching in the Auckland Pride Parade

It also received the Diversity Award 
and the Supreme Award at the 2013 
ANZ EEO Trust Diversity Awards, sent 
representatives to conferences in the 
USA and Europe, and continued building 
relationships with international friends 
and allies.
Of course, it’s also there to provide 
support and advice within the Defence 
Force - it has been included in several 
wellbeing workshops and its member 
have been called upon individuals, 
commanders and managers to provide 
advice and insight.
There is of course a rather tragic 
elephant in the room when the topic of 
gay members of the Defence Force and 
their wellbeing is raised – the case of 
Corporal Douglas Hughes, who last year 
took his own life in Afghanistan, after 
being rejected by a male soldier he had 
a crush on.
However OverWatch is not allowed to 
comment on any specific cases, and has 

to comply with a blanket suppression 
order when it comes to Corporal 
Hughes death.
Yet in generic terms, its message is clear. 
It says any members of the Defence 
Force questioning or struggling with 
their sexuality, or just having a hard 
time, need to talk to someone.
“And if you don’t know who to talk 
to, talk to us. Every member of the 
OverWatch Management group is 
happy to be approached – and while 
we are not counsellors – we will listen 
without judgement, and will do what 
we can to find the help they need,” the 
group says.
“We cannot stress how important 
seeking help is – both for those 
struggling or those who know someone 
who is.”

OverWatch believes more and more 
organisations are understanding 
the importance of supporting their 
people – no matter their age, race, sex, 
orientation or identity.
“Providing support for people means 
that they will be better able to perform 
the duties for which they are employed. 
It makes good sense for morale and 
retention of staff, for attracting the 
right people with the right skills, and 
for increasing effective productivity by 
ensuring people feel supported within 
their workplaces.”
This all ties in to the thrust of the Pride 
in Defence conference, underway in 
Wellington. It comes 20 years since our 
armed forces lifted their ban on gay, 
lesbian and bisexual people serving in 
uniform or as civilian staff.
The Defence Force says it has an ethical 
responsibility to ensure the needs of 
its increasingly diverse workforce are 
supported, and the conference is about 
building on this support and sharing 
knowledge with other “large and 
complex” organisations.
Representatives from the Defence 
Force, police, academia, community 

groups and corporate New Zealand are 
among the 150 or so people attending.
“By allowing a forum for discussion to 
take place, and ideas to generate, we 
can affect positive change in providing 
robust support that allows individuals 
to focus on the role they are employed 
to do, without fear or worry about 
peripheral concerns, such as acceptance 
in their workplace of their identity or 
orientation,” OverWatch says.
The conference is backed by Defence 
Force bosses, and OverWatch says at a 
lower level the support of commanders 
and managers has also been vital – as 
being part of the group is a ‘secondary 
duty’.
“There have been plenty of late night 
emails, and long hours of work to pull 
the conference together,” it says.
OverWatch says without the visible and 
vocal support of its leaders, it could not 
exist.
“We are extremely proud to work for 
an organisation that understands the 
importance of supporting its people, 
and demonstrates that support in real 
and tangible ways.”
Follow OverWatch on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/NZDFOverwatch

In September 2013, the NZDF received 
the ANZ EEO Trust Diversity and 
Supreme Awards for OverWatch. 
This further increased the positive 
public profile of the organisation and 
positioned it as a supportive, inclusive 
and modern military force.

The Pride in Defence – Success Through 
Diversity conference will be held from 
28-29 November 2013 in partnership 
with Massey University Wellington.
http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/news/media-
releases/2013/20131111ndfsdc.htm

OverWatch’s big year
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Nelson Mandela
Mandela “an important icon” for gay rights

GayNZ.com
6th December 2013

Lgbti groups around 
the world are paying 
tribute to Nelson 
Mandela, the man 
who led South Africa 
to become the first 
country in the world 
to ban anti-gay 
discrimination in its 
constitution.
The 95-year-old freedom fighter and 
global human rights icon died at his 
home in Johannesburg today.
South African lgbt rights advocate 
Phumzile Mtetwa has described 
Mandela as “an important icon” of 
the gay rights movement, in contrast 
to Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe, Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and other anti-lgbt African 
heads of state.
“As a queer activist I will remember 
uTatu Dalibhunga for the dreams of 
freedom he symbolized,” Mtetwa has 
written.
The Human Rights Campaign has 
been quick to pay tribute: “Nelson 
Mandela tore down oppression, united 
a rainbow nation, and always walked 
arm-in-arm with his LGBT brothers and 
sisters—and with all people—toward 
freedom,” it says.

“Though every 
man, woman and 
child who seeks 
justice around the 
world mourns this 
loss, his vision of 
an equal future 
lives on undimmed. 
Mandela, who was 
South Africa’s first 
p o s t - A p a r t h e i d 
president, was an 

outspoken advocate for LGBT equality.”

The Campaign says along with leading 
South Africa to its anti-discrimination 
constitutional measure, Mandela 
appointed an openly-gay judge to 
South Africa’s High Court of Appeal.
“Mandela will be remembered for his 
social justice activism and commitment 
to equality for all people.”
The activist group All Out says it’s deeply 
saddened to hear about Mandela’s 
passing.
“Yet, we are hopeful his legacy of 
tolerance and mutual respect will live 
on for generations,” says executive 
director Andre Banks.
“As All Out continues to work with 
partners throughout Africa to free those 
who are oppressed and imprisoned for 
who they are and who they love, we 
will be inspired by Nelson Mandela’s 
story and words.”

2 December 2013 : 1918 - 2013

http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/
19th November 2013
By Sarah Murphy

November 20 is the International 
Transgender Day of Remembrance a 
day to honour those who have lost their 
lives in the face of discrimination.
The Transgender Day of Remembrance 
serves several purposes. It raises public 
awareness of hate crimes against 
transgendered people, an action that 
current media doesn’t perform. It 
publicly mourns and honours the lives 
of our brothers and sisters who might 
otherwise be forgotten and is a day to 
remind non-transgendered people that 
their sons, daughters, parents, friends 
and lovers are among those of gender 
variance.
Hamilton, the city with a statue of Riff-
Raff in its CDB, will join in the world-
wide commemoration and make a 
stand against violence and bullying. 
This year, the Hamilton gathering 
will be on Sunday 24 November from 
7pm onwards, meeting at the Riff-Raff 
statue, on Victoria Street.
Agender Waikato and Hamilton Pride 
invite you to join them and make a 
stand against violence, bullying and 
discrimination.
Thanks to the webcam at the statue, 
this year’s Hamilton commemoration 
will be broadcast world-wide at 
http://www.riffraffstatue.org/page/
riffraff_178.php.
The Transsexuals of New Zealand 
group will be gathering at Revel Cafe 
on Auckland’s K’ Rd Wednesday 20 
November, 2pm. All are welcome.
A Wellington event will take place at 
Glover Park at 6pm also on Wednesday.
Everyone who supports social 
acceptance of trans and gender 
nonconforming people and opposes 
violence, social stigma, discrimination, 
and disrespect against them is welcome 
at the TDOR events.

Transgender Day 
of Remembrance 

Services
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Spate of attacks 
on elderly in 
New Zealand

http://www.3news.co.nz/
9th November 2013

Police continue to hunt for people 
involved in two attacks on elderly 
people in the past three days, while 
arrests have been made in a third 
attack.

Up to three people are being sought 
over a home invasion attack on a couple 
aged in their 60s and 70s in Pukekohe, 
while police are searching for a man 
after a sexual attack on an 87-year-old 
woman in Hastings on Thursday.

Three teenage boys have been arrested 
after an elderly woman confronted a 
group of youths that broke into her 
Whangarei home early on Saturday.

The Pukekohe couple were attacked 
about 2pm on Friday after a man 
knocked on their door asking for 
someone they didn’t know.

The home was broken into 10 minutes 
later and the couple were assaulted 
and tied up for an hour as offenders 
stole cash and jewellery.

“This was a violent and terrifying 
attack on a defenceless elderly couple,” 
Detective Sergeant Glenn Wilkinson 
said.

Police are looking for a man, aged in his 
30s, who knocked at the door. He has 
long black hair and a beard and was 
wearing a red and white T-shirt.

In Hastings, police went door-to-door 
seeking sightings of an offender who 
dragged an 87-year-old woman back 
into her home after she checked her 
mail and sexually assaulted her.

There were multiple sightings of an 
offender the woman described as a 
dark-skinned man with a green-khaki 
hooded top.
Meanwhile, police praised the bravery 
of the elderly woman who yelled at a 
group of youths who broke into her 
home in Whangarei early on Saturday.
Three youths, aged between 14 years 
and 16 years, have been arrested. 
Police said the group initially denied the 
burglary until the victim’s mobile phone 
rang in their pocket.

Family-owned 
company takes 

biscuit  
www.stuff.co.nz
1st November 2013

MOST-LOVED: Whittakers chocolate has 
earned a special place in Kiwis’ hearts.
Porirua family-owned chocolate 
company Whittaker’s won most of the 
top gongs at last night’s Buy NZ Made 
People’s Choice Awards. 
The brand was named Most Loved 
NZ Product and beat vanilla Tip Top 
ice cream, Wattie’s tomato sauce and 
Cookie Time for Most Iconic NZ Product. 
Its white chocolate flavoured with 
popping candy that tastes like Kiwi soft 
drink L&P won Best New NZ Product 
ahead of Griffin’s Choco-Ade biscuits. 
Whittaker’s L&P Chocolate was also 
named Most Innovative NZ Product. 
Other finalists in that category were a 
playbox and table from Hebe Natural 
Children’s Furniture, Tip Top’s chunky 
ice cream flavour Crammed Jammin 
Cream Donut and the Kindling Cracker 
designed by 14-year-old Taranaki girl 
Ayla Hutchinson, who won the Rising 
Star Award. 
EasiYo yoghurt sachets were named the 
Best NZ Product On The World Stage 
for exporting ahead of Yealands wines, 
the Beeswax polish range and Resene’s 
automotive and light industrial paint 
Durepox, which is popular with boats, 
on signage and as a floor covering. 
Winners were voted by the public, with 
180 products nominated. 

Science award 
winners silence 

sceptics 
www.stuff.co.nz
13th November 2013

For years they were told their dream of 
wireless electricity was impossible, but 
now two Kiwi engineers have silenced 
the last of the sceptics by winning the 
2013 Prime Minister’s Science Prize. 
University of Auckland professors 
John Boys and Grant Covic pioneered 
inductive power transfer (IPT) 
technology, which is now used around 
the world in everything from robots to 

cellphones. 

IPT harnesses magnetic fields to 
transmit power and once it is safe and 
affordable enough, Prof Covic predicts 
within five years cable-free electricity 
could put an end to the maze of cords 
and plugs that infest the average home. 

The $500,000 in prize money from the 
win will allow the duo to do theoretical 
research with the aim of keeping New 
Zealand at the cutting edge of the fast-
advancing technology. 

“It’s a journey of discovery - one stone 
might have a fairy princess under it and 
the rest might have frogs but you don’t 
know until you’ve turned them all over 
so you need to look in every possible 
direction,” Prof Boys said. 

At least 70 per cent of the world’s LCD 
screens and other computer chip-
based electronic gadgets are made with 
systems that use the technology. 

Wellington’s Terrace Tunnel uses 
the technology, which also powers 
everything from theme park rides to 
road lighting. 

For years the partners struggled to get 
funding but in the early 1990s they 
got a break when Japanese automated 
factory systems company Daifuku 
decided to back a prototype system. 

They tinkered in a low-beamed 
basement at the University of Auckland 
and went on to create the world’s first 
fully controllable wireless electricity 
system - an advance which has helped 
make Daifuku the dominant IPT systems 
manufacturer. 

Over the past four years their work 
has reeled in more than $20 million 
in research funding, with money also 
flowing in from licence fees. 

The next hurdle the pair face is 
developing road-embedded wireless 
charging for electric vehicles, which 
would do away with the need for plug-
in battery chargers and allow cars to 
recharge as they travel on highways. 

“We’ve been told the idea of inductive 
power systems in roads is too way out 
to have any real chance of success,” 
Prof Boys said. 

However, both men think that within 
five years the technology will be able 
to recharge electric vehicles over short 
stretches of highway and buses will be 
able to top up over expanded bus stops. 
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Tatarakihi: 
The Children of 

Parihaka wins big in Bali 
http://news.tangatawhenua.com/
archives/24711

Congratulations to 
the team behind 
New Zealand film 
Tatarakihi: The Children of Parihaka, 
which has won the Special Recognition 
Award at the 2013 Balinale Film Festival.

Tatarakihi: The Children of Parihaka 
is a documentary from Documentary 
Edge award-winning producer/director 
Paora Joseph and executive producer 
Gaylene Preston.

It was one of five films out of 50 features 
from around the world to receive an 
award at the festival.

The film also recently screened at the 
Recontres Internationale du Cinema des 
Antipodes in St Tropez, France, where it 
screened to a packed audience.

Anika Moa 
to perform at 

Out in the Square 
GayNZ.com
15th November 2013

Anika Moa has been announced as the 
headlining act for Out in the Square 
2014.
The musician will take the stage at the 
free community event on 18 January in 
Wellington’s Civic Square.
Event co-chair Greig Wilson says Moa is 
excited about the theme of celebrating 
marriage equality.
“Anika has been a vocal advocate for 
gay marriage and helped campaign for 
equal rights for the gay community,” he 
says.
“She had a civil union in February 
2010 and she and her wife Azaria have 
beautiful twin sons. She is a family-
focused person, not to mention a 
brilliant performer, and we are very 
lucky she has agreed to play at Out in 
the Square next January.”

Suicide: 
The silent killer 

www.stuff.co.nz
30th October 2013

Two years ago, I lost my son two weeks 
before his 21st birthday. 

There were no obvious signs of 
depression. 
My son was a scholar at university, 
worked part-time and had his own little 
hobby doing up vehicles. 
He was forever active, enjoying life like 
any other nearly 21-year-old would do. 
He had a really nice girlfriend and many 
friends with an active social life. 
I don’t know what happened or why 
but to this day I still cannot believe a 
naturally talented child could take his 
own life especially without warning. 
This was a complete shock to everyone. 
No one saw that anything was wrong. 
However if we now reflect back over 
the past eight months, I guess he did 
suffer some let downs but I didn’t think 
at the time this could lead to his death. 
We all have a bad day, but it doesn’t 
mean that’s it. 
No note was left so I will forever wonder 
why. 
Suicide is not talked about yet it should 
be. 
Us parents need to be educated on 
signs to look out for and young ones 
need to know they are not alone. 
I miss my one and only son every day. 
SEEKING HELP 
People in crisis or concerned about 
someone who may be in crisis can call 
these confidential helplines: 
Lifeline: 0800543354 
Samaritans: 0800726666 
Depression: 0800111757  

Wgtn team 
being gathered for 

Outgames 
GayNZ.com
5th December 2013

Wellingtonians considering heading to 
the Asia Pacific Outgames in Darwin 
next May are being invited to an 
information evening.

It [was] held at Rush Bar (5 Wigan St) on 
Friday 13 December, from 6PM.
The Outgames will run from 10-16 May 
2014 in Darwin and will once again 
include sports, cultural events and a 
human rights conference.
The event was last hosted in Wellington. 

New site for 
Wellington’s 
School’s Out 

GayNZ.com
14th December 2013

Wellington youth group School’s Out 
has a brand spanking new website of its 
own.
Previously it was hosted online by the 
Wellington Gay Welfare Group.
While its solo site at schoolsout.org.
nz is still a work in progress, it will 
eventually contain a list of helpful 
resources such as videos and blogs, and 
ideas for content are welcome.
School’s Out has been running for 15 
years in the capital, and helps support 
and advocate for glbti or questioning 
youth. It also offers education packages 
for health classes in schools throughout 
the region.

Skjellerup just misses 
out on Olympic spot 

GayNZ.com
12th December 2013

Gay New Zealand speed skater Blake 
Skjellerup has missed out on qualifying 
for the Winter Olympics, by the 
narrowest of margins.
He’s finished 33rd in the world 
rankings for the 500 metre short track 
competition, where 32 automatic 
Olympic spots were handed out.
The proud New Zealander, who 
competed in Vancouver in 2010, was 
planning to take a stand against Russia’s 
anti-gay laws by wearing a rainbow pin 
during his time in Sochi.
However there is still a chance he will be 
able to compete, as being ranked 33rd 
he is the first alternate racer, so should 
any of the qualifying nations choose 
not to send a skater for their spot.
Skjellerup has tweeted: “I don’t like 
the word fail. You don’t fail at anything 
having known you have done your 
best.”
Upon hearing 
the news, 
people all 
over the globe 
are expressing 
pride in his 
hard work and 
activism in his 
battle to get 
to Sochi.
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Georgie’s tribute a hilarious, sweet night
GayNZ.com
15th November 2013
By Jacqui Stanford

Georgina Beyer’s tribute and fundraiser 
was mostly classy, but a little bit crass, 
full of stories from the many realms of 
her rich life. But most importantly, she 
clearly had an utterly fabulous time.
Beyer walked in to the James Cabaret 
with longtime friend Tariana Turia, to a 
wave of applause and cheers. She was 
seated on a couch in the shape of lips at 
the front of the room and let us know 
she was looking forward to the evening, 
but nervous. “I dunno what people are 
gonna say!”
When asked by MC Shane Taurima to 
sum up her life in a few words, she said: 
tempestuous, very interesting, a roller 
coaster, blessed.”
Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis then performed 
Life is a Cabaret as Beyer sang along 
from her front-row lips, while images 
from throughout her life, including the 
woman of the moment meeting the 
queen, played on a big screen.
We were quickly thrust into Beyer’s 
political history, finding out from 
Taurima that she first entered politics 
by running for the board at a school 
she incidentally attended alongside Phil 
Goff and David Shearer. We found out 
she lost her first bid for Council, but it 
was the election she ever lost. “I’ve won 
everything since then!” she quipped.
Of course after being the Mayor of 
Carterton she beat Paul Henry to win 
the Wairarapa seat in Parliament, 
something she believes he still can’t 
get over till this day. “He’s still smarting 
about it” she says, adding that he took 
days to concede the seat. She recalled 
their appearance on Holmes where 
Henry stated “well at the end of the day 
I am still a man,” something she’s heard 

National Party bigwigs instantly knew 
would cost him the seat.
Then the crowd was treated to Pinky and 
Lorae evoking a deadpan Helen Clark 
and Jenny Shipley. Oh the Helen Clark 
impression was good! From the voice to 
the make-up to the mannerisms, Aunty 
Helen could have been there on stage. 
However the content was made up of 
things the pair might like to say but 
never would publically, with hilarious 
quips like one dubbing John Key “so full 
of it that if he had an enema you could 
bury him in a matchbox”.
A message from the real Helen Clark 
was read out by Tim Barnett, and she 
described Beyer as a courageous person 
who broke through all the glass ceilings 
that existed.
Barnett added that he and fellow 
gay MP Chris Carter were a “drab act 
compared to what happened when 
Georgina entered Parliament.”
Friend and former colleague Tariana 
Turia paid the most touching tribute, 
bringing tears to Beyer’s eyes in 
recalling she stood by her when she left 
Labour during the foreshore and seabed 
ruction, something which meant a great 
deal to Turia and her family.
“Georgina is a special person,” she said. 
“I wish I was 30 years younger so I could 
give you a kidney,” she added, before 
expressing the hope that somebody 
else will.
Mana’s Hone Harawira had the room 
in fits of laughter when he spoke of her 
work for the glbt community, stating 
“how you can represent that crowd and 
white motherfuckers from Wairarapa, I 
don’t know!”
He added that he didn’t believe there 
would ever be another politician in the 
history of the country who would get “a 
roast like this!”
Away from the political tributes the 
crowd heard of Beyer’s time as part 
of the Bloomers Review at Alfies in 
Auckland, then Wellington.
Megan Alatini and Mika performed 
before all the smut was revealed thanks 
to stories long-time friend Mal Vaughan 
has been holding on to for decades. 
“Believe me I have been holding back 
on these stories!” he laughed. After 
meeting while working at Wellington’s 
Royal Oak Hotel and becoming fast 
friends, the pair were flatmates in 
Wellington. They struggled to make 

rent and came up with all kinds of 
ways to supplement their income, 
like raiding milk bottle money in the 
neighbourhood.
Once they even sold off their washing 
machine, in fabulous style, wheeling it 
down Ghuznee St to the second hand 
shop while wearing fishnets, hot pants, 
halter necks and “wigs out to here,” as 
Vaughan put it, doing an impression 
of him and Beyer traipsing down the 
street pushing the washing machine in 
all their glory.
“We didn’t know it at the time, but it 
was great for business,” he explained, 
saying they got a knock on the door 
from a guy who’d seen them while 
working on building the Terrace Tunnel, 
and they then had a regular client who 
helped them cover their rent. “Times 
were hard, times were tough, but you 
had to make the money.”
A story about a romp with four 
Australian soldiers followed, which was 
so salacious it had Beyer calling “media 
ban!” Vaughan ended by saying “she’s 
done the streets, it’s where she started 
from, and she’s made it to the top.”
It was mentioned that Beyer is someone 
who is known across the globe. Barnett 
says during his health and HIV work in 
Africa hers was a name people knew, 
while Mika said she was known in New 
York and further afield, even name-
dropped by Graham Norton.
Amandah’s Et Son Filles then provided 
a drag/cabaret tribute and we found 
out it was also Beyer’s 56th birthday. A 
cake was brought out by two hot young 
things and Miss Ribena led the raucous 
birthday celebrations.
The idea for the celebration was 
sparked within Parliament as a way to 
help Beyer live more comfortably as she 
has dialysis four times a day for kidney 
disease. She just had tests yesterday 
and the results say she is ‘doing well’.
Miss Ribena invited Beyer to have a 
place in one of the lead floats at the 
Auckland Pride Parade next year, to 
which she delightedly agreed. The 
Southside Sisters closed out the night in 
amazing style with a Po Kare Kare Ana 
and poi tribute, followed up by Chanel 
bringing down the house with Try a 
Little Tenderness lip-synced by both her 
and a puppet, which even had Tariana 
Turia up shaking her tail feather.
Walking away from a faaaaabulous 



http://www.livescience.com/22621-
pyramids-giza-sphinx.html
Pyramids of Giza & the Sphinx
22nd August 2012
By Owen Jarus, LiveScience Contributor

Constructed between 2589 BC and 2504 
BC, the Egyptian pyramids of Khufu, 
Khafre and Menkaure, built in that order, 
are a testament to ancient planning and 
engineering.
How these pyramids were built is a source 

of speculation and debate, with a general consensus that ramps of some form, and a 
tremendous amount of brute human labor, were used. When they were completed the 
pyramids were encased in white limestone, most of which is lost today.
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Georgie’s tribute continued....

evening celebrating a woman who will 
forever hold a place in glbti local and 
world history, it was hard to shake the  
strangeness of having sat in a room full 
of glbt trailblazers, with Brian Tamaki 
plonked right in the middle, all slick and 
stony-faced lapping it all up.

He wouldn’t answer any questions, 
utterly ignoring our approach to find out 
what the heck he was doing there, but 
appears to have attended as some sort 
of stunt tied up in a woman’s magazine 
deal organised by a mutual friend of the 
Tamakis and Beyer, Jevan Goulter.

Beyer was incredibly classy about the 
whole thing, but some in attendance 
were not so immediately forgiving. This 
ramped up a notch when he weirdly 
refused to get up and serve himself 
at the buffet. Whispers of “enough is 
enough” had already been travelling up 
and down the room, but there was no 
whispering when Miss Ribena got on 
the mic and bellowed “they say enough 
is enough but for me there is never 
enough!”

Did he need to be there? If he wants 
to make amends of some kind was this 
really the time and the place? Well, 
how can we know if he wasn’t even 
courteous enough to speak to us? But 
Beyer made it clear that after her initial 
shock she was fine about it all - and 
it was her night, and she believes “at 
times we have to be adult enough to 
put aside the politics that divide us. We 
have to look to conciliation over things 
that happened in the past.”

However she did get a cheeky dig in 
with: “At the end of the day we won,” 
a comment which received rousing 
applause.

And hey, at least they got to see some 
drag and hear some dirty stories! 
Hardly a typical Thursday night for the 
Tamakis!

Anyway, that’s no note to end on, so 
Georgie gets the last word: “It has been 
a fabulous life really. And if it didn’t 
have all the colour, the light and the 
grey, then it wouldn’t really be a life at 
all would it?”

[GayNZ.com Editor’s note: Due to a 
deal between the event organisers 
and a women’s magazine GayNZ.com 
was refused permission to take to take 
any pictures of the event on behalf of 
the gay communities. We apologise 
to our readers for this omission in our 
coverage.]

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/
egyptians/pyramid_builders_01.shtml
The Private Lives of the Pyramid-builders
By Dr Joyce Tyldesley
17th February 2011

After comparing DNA samples taken 
from the workers’ bones with samples 
taken from modern Egyptians, Dr 
Moamina Kamal of Cairo University 
Medical School has suggested that 
Khufu’s pyramid was a truly nationwide 
project, with workers drawn to Giza 
from all over Egypt. She has discovered 
no trace of any alien race; human or 
intergalactic, as suggested in some 
of the more imaginative ‘pyramid 
theories’....a truly nationwide project, 
with workers drawn to Giza from all 
over Egypt.

Effectively, it seems, the pyramid 
served both as a gigantic training 
project and - deliberately or not - as 
a source of ‘Egyptianisation’. The 
workers who left their communities 
of maybe 50 or 100 people, to live in 
a town of 15,000 or more strangers, 
returned to the provinces with new 
skills, a wider outlook and a renewed 
sense of national unity that balanced 
the loss of loyalty to local traditions. 
The use of shifts of workers spread the 
burden and brought about a thorough 
redistribution of pharaoh’s wealth in 
the form of rations.

The ‘GYPTIANS’ Club

Who were the pyramid 
builders?

Pyramids tell us about the fabulous lives of great pharaohs, who 
died surrounded by symbols of wealth and privilege. But the 
story of the ordinary people who built them is less often told. 
Archaeologist Dr Joyce Tyldesley redresses the balance.

Almost every family in Egypt was either 
directly or indirectly involved in pyramid 
building. The pyramid labourers were 
clearly not slaves. They may well have 
been the unwilling victims of the 
corvée or compulsory labour system, 
the system that allowed the pharaoh 
to compel his people to work for three 
or four month shifts on state projects. 
If this is the case, we may imagine that 
they were selected at random from 
local registers.

Almost every family in Egypt was 
either directly or indirectly involved in 
pyramid building.

But, in a complete reversal of the 
story of oppression told by Herodotus, 
Lehner and Hawass have suggested 
that the labourers may have been 
volunteers. Zahi Hawass believes that 
the symbolism of the pyramid was 
already strong enough to encourage 
people to volunteer for the supreme 
national project. Mark Lehner has gone 
further, comparing pyramid building to 
American Amish barn raising, which is 
done on a volunteer basis. He might 
equally well have compared it to the 
staffing of archaeological digs, which 
tend to be manned by enthusiastic, 
unpaid volunteers supervised by a few 
paid professionals.
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Ginger and prawn rice 
noodle rolls

Snacks
New baby potato and 

salmon salad

Mains

Ingredients
1 - 1 1/2 cups fruit (stewed rhubarb, 
canned peaches, etc)

1 x trifle sponge

Boysenberry jelly

Custard (home-made works best, but 
store bought is fine but might need to 
be thickened)

Whipped cream

A Flake bar or sprinkles to decorate 
the top

Method
• Make jelly up with half the amount 

of water. While it is cooling down 
place fruit in the bottom of the 
bowl. 

• Break up sponge and place on top, 
then pour the cooled jelly over the 
top slowly. Leave in fridge at least 
a few hours or until set. 

• Prepare custard, make it nice and 
thick. Once cooled pour over the 
fruit/sponge/jelly mixture. Leave 
to fully set in the fridge (overnight 
is best). 

• Before serving whip cream and 
spoon on top of the custard.

•  Crumble Flake or put the sprinkles 
over the top to decorate. 

• Serve and enjoy! 

Grandma’s 
Trifle

Dessert

http://www.nzwomansweekly.co.nz
By Jo Wilcox

Meal Type Salad
Servings  4
Courses  Main

www.stuff.co.nz
13th December 2013
By Liz Milner

Main ingredient  Fruit 
Course   Dessert 
Serves/makes  6 

The fresh, zesty herb dressing gives this 
simple potato salad a kick. Adding the 
salmon flakes and boiled eggs turns it 
into a hearty summer meal or great 
pot luck salad.

Ingredients
500g new baby potatoes
200g hot smoked salmon, flaked
4 boiled eggs, peeled and quartered
5 sprigs mint
50g baby spinach leaves – about a cup
1 clove garlic, chopped
1 tsp lemon zest
¼ cup olive oil
2-3 tbsp warm water
Snipped chives and cracked pepper

Method
• Cook potatoes in salted water until 

just tender when pierced with a 
knife. Drain and cool enough to 
handle, cut in half or quarters.

• In a large bowl, combine potatoes, 
flaked salmon and quartered eggs.

• For dressing, combine mint, 
spinach leaves, garlic and lemon 
zest in a food processor (or use a 
jug and a stick blender). Process 
until fine; add oil and enough warm 
water to make a thin, pourable 
dressing. Season to taste.

• Toss the salad with some or all 
of the dressing and arrange on 
a serving platter.  Garnish with 
snipped chives and cracked pepper.

www.stuff.co.nz

Main ingredient  Prawns 
Type of dish  Asian 
Course   Starter 
Cooking time  <30 min 
Serves/makes  4 
Special options  Low fat 

Ingredients
650g green prawns, shelled, de-veined 
and coarsely
2cm piece of ginger, peeled and 
grated
1 red chilli, chopped
4 sprigs coriander, leaves coarsely 
chopped
250g fresh rice-noodle sheets (at room 
temperature)
4 tbsp soy sauce
1/2 tsp sesame sauce
4 green onions, finely sliced

Method
• 1. Combine prawns, ginger, chilli 

and coriander in a bowl. Cut 
rice-noodle sheets into 12 to 14 
rectangles, about 12 centimetres 
by eight centimetres. 

• 2. Put a little of the prawn 
mixture along the long edge of 
one rectangle and roll to form a 
cylinder. Repeat with remaining 
prawn mixture and noodle sheets. 

• 3. Steam rolls on baking paper in 
a steamer for three to five minutes 
just until prawns are cooked. This 
may need to be done in batches. 
Combine soy and sesame sauce 
in a small bowl. Serve warm rolls 
topped with green onions and 
sauce. 
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Carmen’s former brothel 
up for sale

www.stuff.co.nz
21st October 2013 
By Alex Fensome

A colourful slice of Wellington history 
is for sale, with famous madam and 
transsexual activist Carmen Rupe’s 
former brothel in need of a new owner. 
The more than a century-old home at 
67 Moxham Ave, Hataitai, had its first 
open home yesterday. 

Ms Rupe moved in shortly after arriving 
in Wellington in 1968 and described 
it in her autobiography as the “ideal 
place for the discreet entertainment of 
clients”. 

She said it cost about $200 a week to 
keep the house and business brought in 
a healthy $500. 

Several of the rooms were themed “to 
cater for client’s fantasies”, including an 
Egyptian room, an African jungle room, 
a bondage room, and an Asian room 
with lanterns and bamboo curtains. 

However, its days as a brothel came 
to an end in the early 1970s when a 
so-called “evil landlord” made Carmen 
and her “parlour maids” move out, 
according to the former madam’s 
autobiography. 

Ms Rupe was a well-known Wellington 
personality, champion of gay rights and 
one-time mayoral candidate. She died 
in December 2011 of kidney failure, 
aged 75. 

Neighbour Yvonne Lawrie was born 
in the house when it belonged to her 
grandfather Ted Taylor, before moving 
next door when she was still young. She 

recalled Carmen as a colourful hostess. 
“Carmen would stand [in the window] 
with no wig on and wave to me in her 
nightgown.” 

Lunch times were particularly 
interesting, she said. 

“The girls, if they were girls, turned up 
and the businessmen would come 20 
minutes later. My ancestors were quite 
straight-laced people but we never had 
a problem with it.” 

There were rumours that MPs and 
prominent businessmen frequented Ms 
Rupe’s establishment but Mrs Lawrie 
said she never recognised anyone. 

Before Ms Rupe moved in, the house 
was scarcely less interesting, she said. 
After Mrs Lawrie’s father sold up, 
two religious cults moved in in quick 
succession. 

“They’d sit out in the front garden in 
their orange robes with their incense 
and other smells. I’ve never smoked a 
naughty cigarette in my life but I know 
the smell.” 

Harcourts agent Bobbie Meyer said the 
house was now “full of artistic hippies 
and musicians”. 

Any signs of its brothel past were long 
gone and nobody knew which was the 
bondage room. 

The house and land have a rateable 
value of $810,000 on a flat 1000sqm 
section. She said it had lots of potential 
for the right investor, either to do it up 
or keep it as is. 

The auction is set for November 1. 

Photo” ROSS GIBLIN/Fairfax NZ 
THEN AND NOW: A glimpse of what the 
house looked like in its prime, and how it 
looks now.

MADAM: Famous transsexual activist, 
brothel-keeper and businesswoman Carmen 
Rupe, and the kitchen of 67 Moxham Ave.

LoLaa!
Having a chat with

Living Positively Well
Kia Ora My Lovelies.

Christmas is just around the corner and 
I would like to take the time to reflect  
on what has been impacting over the 
last year.  

I have seen more friends and whānau 
than I would like to see - pass away 
this year. This has made me realise just 
how lucky I am to be here and consider 
the importance in celebrating life. The 
importance in celebrating the good 
things in life and always highlighting the 
positives. Something unforeseen can 
happen in a flash that can change your 
life forever. Because of this, I encourage  
positivity and kindness in my life. To 
start my day with a positive thought or 
affirmation is part of my daily routine. 
This can be a karakia (prayer) before I 
set out on my daily tasks. Sometimes 
I  read affirmation cards or simply read 
my horoscope. Life is too short to be 
thinking negative thoughts or thinking 
that the world owes me.  Your destiny is 
in your own hands and your life is about 
the choices you make here and now.

Often I hear people say “I have no 
choice”, or “someone is not doing 
enough for me because I am trans”.  I 
tend not to put my life into someone 
elses hands and don’t expect anything 
from anyone. I am grateful that I have 
the breath of life flowing through me.
Heres the thing....Celebrate  your 
friends and whānau. Cherish and enjoy 
the moments that you share with them 
especially at Christmas. If you don’t 
have friends and whānau to share this 
time with, find some; make some new 
friends and whānau who share similar 
things to you. 
Well my lovelies, something to think 
about and do over Christmas and New 
Years. 
All the best and have as enjoyable a 
holiday time as you can. Observe all 
the safety rules so that your time is 
enjoyable and fun, and I will talk to you 
in the New Year. 
Nga mihi, Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year!
Lolaa!
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AUCKLAND EVENTS

Auckland Pride
Festival

Auckland Pride
Parade

LYC Big Gay 
Out

Welcome to the Auckland Pride Festival!

The Auckland Pride Festival 2014 runs for two 
weeks/three weekends, from Friday 7 February 
until Sunday 23 February, right across the 
Auckland region.
A celebration of Rainbow Community culture and 
identity, the inaugural 2013 festival included a 
diverse array of local and international theatre 
and cabaret, music, visual arts exhibitions 
and installations, film, literature, debates and 
discussions, drag and burlesque, historical walks 
and tours, workshops, sports and recreation, 
food, gardening, sex, pageants, parties and 
social events – and even a dog show!
While most Auckland Pride Festival activity 
centres on Ponsonby and Karangahape Roads, 
the festival’s events also spread out to West 
Auckland, South Auckland and into the Hauraki 
Gulf.
How to register your event
Event and activity registrations for Auckland 
Pride Festival 2014 are now open.
Please contact the Festival Director to discuss 
your event before completing the registration 
form: festival@aucklandpridefestival.org.nz
Registrations must be received no later than 
5pm on Monday 23 December 2013. Late 
registrations will not be accepted.
Auckland Pride Festival Programme
A collectible tabloid size Auckland Pride Festival 
programme will be printed and distributed in mid-
January targeting the Rainbow Community right 
across New Zealand.
All registered events will be listed in the 
programme, but if you want your event or 
organisation to stand out it would pay to 
advertise! The booking deadline for advertising 
is 5pm on Monday 23 December 2013.

Come out to the Auckland Pride Parade!

With over 50 entries expected, the Auckland 
Pride Parade will be the highpoint and single 
largest public event within the Auckland Pride 
Festival 2014.
The theme for the Auckland Pride Parade 2014 is 
TIME. We will bring our past, present and future 
to Ponsonby Road on Saturday 22 February.
The 2014 Parade will start at the later time of 
7pm. Beginning at Western Park and finishing at 
Three Lamps, the Parade will run for 90 minutes.
Moving into twilight, the 2014 Parade will happen 
at that magic hour when things change from light 
to night. It is a time to remember. It is a time to 
shine brightly!
Who can participate?
We accept applications from Rainbow 
Community individuals or organisations, whether 
their entry is focused on Rainbow Community 
related messages or not.
Applications from people or organisations which 
are not part of the Rainbow Community are also 
welcomed, so long as the focus of their entry is a 
clear message of support or celebration relating 
to the Rainbow Community and/or the TIME 
theme.
Applications from non Rainbow Community 
groups or individuals, who are not promoting a 
positive Rainbow Community related message, 
will be refused entry.
How to join the Parade
Applications to join the Auckland Pride Parade 
2014 are now open.
Registrations must be received no later than 
5pm on Friday 17 January 2014, if not sooner, 
as space is limited. Late registrations will not be 
accepted.

LYC Big Gay Out

The ever-popular LYC Big Gay Out will return 
to Coyle Park in Point Chevalier on Sunday 9 
February 2014.

For information on the event, or to register as a 
stall holder, performer or volunteer, please visit 

the LYC Big Gay Out website: 
www.biggayout.co.nz

http://www.aucklandpridefestival.org.nz/lyc-big-gay-out/
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184 short-tailed shearwater found dead 

www.stuff.co.nz
7th November 2013 
By Harry Pearl

Flashback: Volunteers gather up dead 
sea birds on Ruapuke Beach, after 
some 30,000 were found strewn along 
Waikato’s west coast in 2011.

Nearly 200 seabirds have been found 
dead along Waikato’s west coast 
beaches. 

A total of 184 short-tailed shearwater, 
a migratory bird that typically breeds 
on the islands between Tasmania and 
Victoria, have been washed ashore 
between Waikorea beach and Taharoa, 
south of Kawhia. 

It is not known when the birds died 
and were washed ashore, but numbers 
are said to be “unusually large” by one 
expert. 

Hugh Clifford, who organised the beach 
patrol on behalf of the Waikato branch 
of the Ornithological Society, said the 
number of short-tailed shearwater 
found this year was much higher than 
normal. 

“There would be millions of them 
passing down through the Tasman Sea 
on the southern migration. 

“Some of them were pushed closer to 
New Zealand and the food conditions 
may have been unfavourable, causing 
them to perish.” 

Each year during the southern 
hemisphere winter, the short-tailed 
shearwater migrate about 15,000 km 
to the Northern Pacific, before making 

their way back towards southern 
Australia to breed around October. 

Mr Clifford said when a large number of 
birds are found dead along the coast, it 
is called a “wreck”. 
The beach patrols, which took place 
at Waikorea, Taharoa, Ruapuke and 
Kawhia, found an average of seven 
birds for each kilometre walked. 

The number of short-tailed shearwater 
found this year is the highest in more 
than a decade and dwarfs tallies 
recorded in previous years. 
In 2012, the Waikato beach patrols 
found only eight short-tailed shearwater 
among 344 dead seabirds. 

Dr Graeme Taylor, a principal science 
advisor at the Department of 
Conservation, said a wreck was usually 
the result of strong onshore winds and 
poor feeding conditions. 
“Onshore winds will drive the birds 
towards the coast and as a result the 
weakened birds will fight to try to get 
back towards the ocean, but lose the 
battle.” 
The exhausted birds plunged into the 
sea and were then washed ashore dead. 
Dr Taylor said poor feeding conditions 
in the North Pacific could also play a 
part. 

“They don’t eat anything in migration. 
They basically fatten up in the North 
Pacific before they come south.” 
In 2011, 29,934 seabirds were found 
strewn along Waikato’s coast - part 
of the largest wreck in more than a 
decade. 

Photo supplied

Short-tailed 
Shearwater 

http://en.wikipedia.org/
excerpts from wikipedia

The Short-tailed Shearwater or Slender-
billed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris), 
also called Yolla or Moonbird, and 
commonly known as the muttonbird in 
Australia, is the most abundant seabird 
species in Australian waters, and is 
one of the few Australian native birds 
in which the chicks are commercially 
harvested. It is a migratory species that 
breeds mainly on small islands in Bass 
Strait and Tasmania and migrates to the 
Northern Hemisphere for the boreal 
summer. In New Zealand the Sooty 
Shearwater is the local ‘muttonbird’, and 
other harvested petrel species, such as 
the Wedge-tailed Shearwater, may be 
known as muttonbirds elsewhere.

Culinary uses: Being a seabird, the flesh 
is covered in a considerable quantity 
of fat, which is normally removed in 
preparation of the meat before cooking.

When split down the breast and cooked 
on a barbecue, the resultant meat is red 
and thick, with a taste reminiscent of a 
beef steak more than of lamb, with a 
mild hint of the sea. The texture of the 
meat is similar to lamb or mutton and 
hence the name muttonbird. The dish 
is best eaten using one’s hands rather 
than a knife and fork.



TATOU-

www.tapatoru.org.nz               DECEMBER 2013 Page 27
AOTEAROA

Memoirs Of An Imperfect Einjo
The Love Life Fono 5: And the Emancipation of the Third Spirit

Blogspot: http://memoirsofanimperfecteinjo.blogspot.
co.nz/2013/10/the-love-life-fono-5-and-emancipation.
html#comment-form
29th October 2013 

In the weekend I was extremely honoured to attend (my very 
first) Love Life Fono. This was the 5th Bi Annual Love Life 
Fono and I couldn’t have imagined a better way to spend my 
Labour (long) weekend.

The purpose of the Love Life Fono as officially described on 
the working committee’s facebook page as:

 Love Life is about acknowledging our cultural heritage 
and honouring the special people in our communities. 
Whether you are mahu, vakasalewalewa, palopa, fa’afafine, 
akava’ine, fakaleiti, fakafifine (MVPFAFF), or GLBTI, Love Life                          
Fono is for you. 

The Love Life Fono was an amazing experience! Or should I 
say Fa-fa-Faboulous!! It combined the beauty and pageantry 
of a fa’afafine show, but most importantly provided a space 
where the MVPFAFF and GLBTI community could come 
together to share their experiences, knowledges, values and 
beliefs and provided a platform for many to begin to think 
how as a community, we are able to collectively address 
issues that affect all of us on the national level.

The Love Life Fono was a beautiful gathering of ‘Pacific 
People’, people of and from the Pacific. Unfortunately, it also 
happened to be a gathering of the most stigmatised and often 
ignored sector of the vast and diverse Pacific community 
here in Aotearoa and the Pacific.

Interestingly, Sua William Sio released a press release about 
his new vision for Pacific peoples in New Zealand. You have 
to wonder who, and what (arbitrarily) determines who is in 
this Pacific Community and also what it looks like. The fact 
that most Pacific Members of Parliament (bar I think Charles 
Chauvel and Kris Faafoi) voted against Marriage Equality 
highlights who they believe they supposedly represent. 
The traditional, conservative church going Pacific people – 
but this very narrow understanding and surface level view 
of what constitutes Pacific peoples in Pacific communities 
further isolates those who do not fit into those particular 
categories.

We then have the issue of poor youth engagement in this 
country. Is it any wonder given all the fantastic youth I 
met over the course of the love life Fono (there were over 
100 participants the entire weekend) felt misrepresented, 
underrepresented, and were particularly disappointed in the 
leaders whose self -proclaimed task is to supposedly ‘Advance 
Pasifika’. Who are they advancing? And in what ways?

Despite the shortcomings of our community and political 
representatives, what all participants of the Fono were very 
sure of, is that all of us are an important part of the Pacific 
Community. Despite the alienation and subjugation, we are 
also from/of the Pacific. And we are most definitely a valid 
part of the Pacific community! And we are here to stay.

One of the outcomes of the Fono was the establishment of 
a National Coalition of ethnic specific Pacific representatives, 
a body which will work towards representing and advocating 
for Voices of the Third Spirit, on issues that affect our 
communities, and also other members of the Pacific 
community.

The opportunities for networking, building social/professional 
relationships were one of the highlights. I have left the Fono 
feeling empowered, feeling refreshed and renewed about 
my social obligations to my community. As a newly appointed 
representative to the National Coalition I look forward to 
devoting what skills and talent I have to further advancing 
and advocating for voices of the third spirit.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the 
organisers of the Love Life Fono 5 Committee; Elton Raharaha,  
Cindy Of Samoa, Frances Anderson, Jaroncye Lole, Tanu Gago, 
Phlyesha Brown- Acton and all those who supported,  for not 
only their hard work in organising and executing this Fono, 
but their continued service and dedication to advancing and 
advocating for the voices of the ‘Third Spirit’. I look forward 
to all the work ahead.

*Please note that these are my own individual/ random thoughts 
about my experience of the Love Life Fono, and are not an official 
representation from the organising committee.
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Getting to know Yaya
GayNZ.com
2nd December 2013 

In her first outing, Patrick Salmon’s 
alter-ego Yaya has won Auckland drag 
to riches competition Princess 2 Queen. 
We find out a bit more by the upcoming 
drag diva, who doesn’t only wear many 
sets of heels, but also many hats.

How did you come up with your drag 
name?

I wanted a name that wasn’t usual but 
had a precognitive influence of fun and 
mystery.

How long have you been doing drag?

Entering the competition was my first go 
at doing drag. So I was truly a princess 
in terms of the scene’s perspective.

Who is you drag mother and how has 
she helped you?

I was a drag orphan but then with 
blessing of friendship, family and 
love I was taken under the wing of 
her greatness Chanel DVinci. She has 
supported me from day dot, with 
training in walking, posture and style. 
Most amazingly she has helped cement 
strong foundational blocks of self-
support and awareness by helping me 
feel confident in letting my internal 
flame burn strong.

What does winning Princess to Queen 
mean to you?

Winning Princess 2 Queen has made 
me more confident in myself around 
being confident and comfortable in my 
own skin.

How excited are you for your Pride 
Parade and BDO appearances?

I am always overwhelmed positively 

with the response from our LGBTI 
community and I am very humbled to 
be a part of such a diverse whanau.

What do you do for a day job and how 
supportive have your colleagues been?

I wear a few different hats. I am first 
and foremost a father of three beautiful 
girls. I am currently a Governor of Ngati 
Awa and I teach Te Reo at TVNZ. My 
main professional role is the National 
Community Engagement Coordinator 
Maori at NZAF. All the people within the 
different places have different views on 
what I do but are all positive.

What’s your advice to anyone who 
wants to take the drag plunge? 

Educating our friends and family on 
anything in general can always be 
challenging, but keeping an open mind 
ourselves can be more so.

Gayline sharing the information
http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/
3rd December 2013

The Gay Line Wellington Trust has 
relaunched its information site for New 
Zealand’s gay organisations and gay-
friendly services.

The site currently has over 250 listings, 
and numerous articles of particular 
interest to people newly exploring their 
sexuality.

John Mayes, Chair of the Gay Line 

Wellington Trust said “Our origins are in 
Wellington but with the help of OUTLine 
in Auckland, and other organisations, 
we aim to provide information of 
interest to the nationwide GLBTI 
community.”

“Finding out is what this site is for and 
we will be adding to the facilities to 
make that easier as the site grows”, 
says John. To that end, the design of the 
site has been greatly simplified, with an 
emphasis on using search to locate and 
filter information.

A key, but invisible, feature of the 
relaunch has been setting up a platform 
to enable multiple organisations to 
create their own websites without 
having to invest in their own platform, 
and to enable sharing of information 
between websites. “Currently we 
support two sites: one for Gayline 
Wellington at www.gayline.gen.nz; and 
another for OUTLine’s internal use in 
support of its telephone counselling 
service. Discussions are under way 
with other organisations about coming 
onboard.” comments John.

John also notes: “While much is 
changing, one thing that will not change 
is that the Gayline Wellington website 
is a family-friendly site and we have 
strong processes in place to ensure that 
it remains a safe place for young people 
to explore. The new platform allows all 
sites to add whatever information is 
appropriate for their target audience 
but for each site to ensure that any 
shared content meets their standards 
and policies.”

This new platform is going to involve 
many organisations and the Gay 
Line Wellington Trust expects those 
organisations will eventually form a 
management body to take over the 
infrastructure and drive further growth. 
The site relaunch was funded by the 
Rule Foundation to get to this point and 
will step back when the management 
body is formed.

“We are right at the beginning of an 
exciting new phase and would like to 
hear from others about their ideas of 
where we might take this system,” says 
John.

Check out the new site at www.gayline.
gen.nz and contact John via email at 
john@gayline.gen.nz.
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Reach Out! It’s 
Christmas time
http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/
3rd December 2013
By Diana Rands
With Christmas just around the corner, 
now is the perfect time to be reaching 
out to connect with others. 
There are many things that can impact 
on how we connect with others. For 
some of us, Christmas is a lovely time and 
it seems that every minute is booked: 
with work dos, the many activities that 
come with children, catching up with 
friends and family. But for others it can 
be a difficult time, especially when it 
seems that there are very few people 
to spend time with. There is something 
about Christmas that can heighten that 
sense of being alone.
One of the tragic results of alcohol and 
other drug use can be the alienation 
from the ones you love, and it’s not 
until you start making changes that the 
gap gets smaller. The people who love 
us want the best for us, even though it 
might not seem so to us at the time.
If you are ready to reconnect, this can 
be a good time to build bridges, make 
that phone call, arrange to catch up 
with old friends. Of course, you risk 
getting a negative response, so plan 
for this too, and only call when you 
are feeling emotionally strong enough. 
Having a supportive friend with you can 
help. Reconnecting might take a few 
attempts – give your friends/family/
whanau time to get to know you again.
If you think your alcohol and drug use 
is getting in the way of having positive 
and happy relationships, how about 
you take that first step (even if you have 
done it before) and contact people who 
could support you to make changes.
For people living in Auckland you can 
walk into any CADS unit from 10am – 
1pm, Monday to Friday and you will be 
seen by a counsellor. Apart from the 
statutory holidays Auckland CADS is 
open through the Christmas break. You 
can ring OUTline, Lifeline, Youthline, 
Alcohol and Drug Helpline – take a deep 
breath and give them a call, they will 
not judge you. You could also attend an 
AA or NA meeting.
If you are planning to hold your own 
event, some tips for being a responsible 
host are:
• Plan to do things other than eat 

and drink
• Provide substantial food.
• Offer water, coffee, and non-

alcoholic drinks.

• Provide fantastic non-alcoholic 
alternatives, an excellent option is 
jugs of water with lemon and ice.

• Serve alcohol responsibly – topping 
up people’s drinks may have been 
the etiquette for the ultimate 1980s 
host, but your guests will not thank 
you when they get a DIC, or feel like 
crap the next day.

• And last but not least – arrange for 
people to get home safely or even 
stay the night.

• If you are someone that has burnt 
bridges that need building, or you 
want to connect with someone who 
is having a hard time, I recommend 
that you keep Leonard Cohen’s 
words of wisdom in mind:

• Ring the bells that still can ring
• Forget your perfect offering
• There is a crack in everything
• That’s how the light gets in. (from 

the song “Anthem”)
So wonderful express readers, I wish 
you all the best for a fun, uplifting 
Christmas – full of light and laughter!
If you have concerns about your 
own or someone else’s alcohol or 
other drug use, or if you’d like more 
information, contact: CADS on 845 
1818 or www.cads.org.nz. If you live 
outside Auckland contact the Alcohol 
and Drug Helpline 0800 787 797.

‘Genius lyricist 
and writer’ 
Jenden dies 

www.stuff.co.nz
28th October 2013
By Talia Shadwell
A bright light of the Wellington arts and 
theatre scene has been extinguished 
with the death of lyricist, writer and 
choreographer Paul Jenden, friends 
and collaborators say. 
Jenden, perhaps best known for his 
hit Hairy Maclary Show and annual 
Circa Theatre pantomimes with Roger 
Hall, died in Wellington Hospital on 
Saturday evening after a long battle 
with leukaemia. 
Close friend and collaborator Gareth 
Farr said Jenden was a tireless worker 
with a broad creative reach. 
Although he was known for his wicked 
sense of humour and effervescent 
productions, he was a private man. 
“He was just the most genius lyricist 
and writer,” composer Farr said. “I 
cannot think of anything I have enjoyed 
more in my life than working with him.” 
Jenden introduced Farr to musicals 

and, over the past decade, the pair 
had collaborated on Troy The Musical 
and The Nero Show. Their working 
relationship culminated in one final 
offering this year: C - A Musical, which 
dealt with Jenden’s personal five-year 
experience of cancer, and starred his 
partner Louis Solino. 
Farr visited Jenden at his hospital 
bedside and said it was heartbreaking 
to watch great talent be claimed by 
cancer. 
“I don’t think I ever thought that it 
would really be the big, terrible thing 
that got him. I thought that he would 
fend it off - he was just so defiant.” 
But even on his deathbed, Jenden 
showed a flicker of his theatrical 
self. As his friend hovered seemingly 
unresponsive on the edge of coma, Farr 
recounted a moment of high drama 
when his music-scoring fumble had 
thrown a composition for one of the 
pair’s musicals into disarray, and Jenden 
was forced to conjure up a new chorus 
at the last minute. 
The dying man said nothing, but 
suddenly stirred, Farr said. 
“Something in him recognised my voice 
and he put both his hands in mine and 
I thought he could hear as I reminded 
him about the lyrics.” 
Veteran children’s publisher Ann 
Mallinson worked with Jenden for 14 
years on the Hairy Maclary shows, and 
said: “Paul’s death is a huge loss to 
Wellington and to New Zealand. He was 
a brilliant man of theatre, and one of 
the best costume designers and makers 
in the world.” 
Prominent arts patron Bill Sheat said 
the arts community had lost one of 
its greats. “What a prodigious talent 
we have lost - choreographer, director, 
dancer, performer, costume designer 
and lyricist. 
“His contribution to pantomimes and 
original works for the musical theatre 
will be remembered. While he will be 
chiefly remembered for his sense of 
fun, which he shared with audiences, 
he was capable of being serious, as his 
autobiographical work C showed.” 
Dominion Post dance reviewer 
Jennifer Shennan said: “The range of 
Paul’s imagination and wit knew no 
bounds, and he danced across all the 
conventional boundaries within theatre 
arts. 
“Great talent, great courage . . . and for 
us all now, a great loss. Our thoughts 
are with his family, and his partner 
Louis Solino.” 
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Vivian St’s gritty history of brothels and murder 
www.stuff.co.nz
6th December 2013 
By Talia Carlisle

Burglary, brothels and murder have all 
been part of Vivian St’s history. 

In 1926 a “substantial” amount of silk 
and serge was stolen from Triester’s Ltd 
hat and cap manufacturers in Vivian 
St, to the value of about [PndStlg]350 
($32,300 now). 

Today the 1-kilometre road - part of 
State Highway 1 - has a lot to offer, 
not just because it is a road of national 
significance. 

Starting at the Willis St end, there is 
Pablos art studios, Roar! gallery and 
the colourful Underground Arts tattoo 
studios. 

Along from On Yer Bike is the new Z 
petrol station, which was a Shell station 
until 2007. 

Around Cuba St is what used to be the 
red light district in Vivian St. 

Venetian-styled Ombra restaurant 
occupies the former Peaches & Cream 
sex shop. Janis’ hair-dressing and 
tobacconist occupied the shop for more 
than 50 years until the 1980s. 

Upstairs was previously Club Exotique, 
a strip club recognisable by the huge 

neon striptease sign which hung on the 
outside of the building for decades. 

Next door is Recycle Boutique, formerly 
Lik’s Strip Club, but today a second-
hand clothing store. 

Across the road is Il-Bordello 
gentlemen’s club, owned by property 
investors the Chow Brothers. John Chow 
made the news in August when he was 
charged with threatening to injure a 
former employee at the company’s The 
Mermaid strip club in Courtenay Place. 

Victoria University’s Faculty of 
Architecture and Design is located 
opposite Il-Bordello. 

Between Cuba and Taranaki streets 
is the Trades Hall where, in 1984, the 
caretaker, Ernie Abbott, was killed by 
a suitcase bomb. The murderer was 
never found. 

Further east, past Wellington Rubber 
Stamp Company is Yvonne Mackay’s 
Production Shed TV, which produced 
award- winning drama series Kaitangata 
Twitch. 

There are more film-makers and artists 
east of the Salvation Army Citadel with 
the New Zealand Film & Television 
School, Whitireia Performance Centre 
and Wellington Photographic Supplies. 

Vivian Street Gospel Hall and Christian 
Revival Centre are also located in the 
street. 

Popular Vivian St restaurant Shinobi 
Sushi Lounge served the best sushi in 
town, according to food reviewer David 
Burton, until the restaurant closed 
suddenly in January. 

Other food options in Vivian St include 
Logan Brown, The Flying Burrito 
Brothers, Subway and at least three 
Thai restaurants. 

Vivian St gets its name from Lord 
Charles Vivian, who was a British MP 
and a director of the New Zealand 
Company. 

When the street was surveyed in 1841, 
it was split in two. 

The strip between The Terrace and 
Cuba St became known as Ingestre St 
and the rest, to Cambridge Tce, was 
named Vivian St. 

Ingestre St was named after Viscount 
Ingestre, a Member of the House of 
Commons and a director of The New 
Zealand Company. 

Ingestre St has since merged into 
Vivian, but there is a new Ingestre St 
in Mornington, also named after the 
viscount. 

Photo: TALIA CARLISLE/FAIRFAX NZ 
2013: Trades Hall at is stands today. 

Photo: ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY. 
1932: Waterside workers entering the 
Trades Hall for a union meeting.

Photo: ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY. 
1958: Trades Hall is left and centre of 
Vivian St, in the block between Taranaki 
and Marion streets.

“JUST SAYING....” LOL!!
Two blondes walk into a building.......... you’d think at least one 
of them would have seen it. 
Phone answering machine message - ‘If you want to buy 
marijuana, press the hash key...’ 
Man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of his 
head. Doc  says ‘I’ll give you some cream to put on it.’ 
A man takes his Rottweiller to the vet.  ‘My dog is cross-eyed, 
is there anything you can do for him? So he picks the dog up 
and examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he 
says, “I’m going to have to put him down.’  ‘What?  Because 
he’s cross-eyed?’  ‘No, because he’s  really heavy’

So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says  to me ‘Can 
you give me a lift?’  I said ‘Sure, you look great, the world’s 
your oyster, go for it.’  
Two fat blokes in a pub, one says to the other “’Your round.”  
The other one says ‘So are you, you fat bastard!’ 
‘You know, somebody actually complimented me on my 
driving today.  They left a little note on the windscreen.
It said, ‘Parking Fine.’ That was so nice.’ 
A man walked into the doctors, he said, ‘I’ve hurt  my arm 
in several places’  The doctor said, “Well don’t go there 
anymore!”
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Euthanasia
‘Dad wished he could die’

Kia ora whanau! I read this article 
recently with heavy heart as it is a topic 
of contention around the world. 

Recently, Labour MP Maryan Street 
withdrew her Bill to legalise voluntary 
euthanasia which indicates how 
contentious this topic is. This interests 
me because it is an example of how 
much power we do not have over our 
lives and the decisions we would like to 
think are ours to make. No one wants 
to be a burden and everyone is entitled 
to dignity. 

What concerns me though is (like the 
organ donor campaign), there is not 
enough voice coming through from 
all sectors of society including Maori. 
Because of this, when this topic is at 
decision-making point - those who 
have voiced loudly - have input; and 
those who say nothing - end up on the 
receiving end. 

My pledge is for all pockets of society 
to ‘give a damn’ and ‘get interested’ 
so that decision making is not left to 
those who show up to meetings or who 
vote. Everyone or reprsentatives from 
all corners of societ need to be ‘at the 
table’ and ‘onboard’. If you are without 
a New Years Resolution - consider 
taking an interest in your future, and 
the future of your whanau.

www.stuff.co.nz
6th December 2013
By Murray Bean

I could hear the anxiety in Mum’s voice 
and I knew something was wrong. I 
wanted her to say that Dad had had a 
heart attack while digging his potatoes 
or turning his compost. No such luck. 
When I arrived the ambulance was 
already there, dealing with Dad as he 
sat motionless. 

The next day he just slept and we were 
told of the unlikely chance survival. We 
adjusted to this, as you do. 

The next day a family meeting was 
called. An hour before this meeting 
Dad had woken briefly, it was then the 
glimmer of hope was given. Hindsight 
now tells us the glimmer was not of 
hope but of the grief ahead of us all. 

TANIWHA

Taniwha
kaitiaki
guardian

This was the beginning of three and a 
half years of frustration, sadness and a 
terrible quality of life for Dad. 

His stroke completely disabled his right 
side. He never walked let alone stood up 
again. But the worst was the Aphasia, 
he could speak but never the right 
words, his words were just a random 
mess, meaning absolutely  nothing to 
anyone. 

He was aware of this and the frustration 
made him silent after a year or so, 
except for “yes” or “no” but usually his 
reply would be “I don’t know” even if 
we asked if he wanted a coffee. 

Dad’s Aphasia affected all his 
communication, he could not even 
write or draw a picture. 

He would hold my hand and cry to me. 
As difficult as it was I would ask him if he 
wished he could die and he would say 
“yes-yes-yes” squeezing and shaking 
my hand with a look of a desperation 
on his face. 

I still have his signed and witnessed 
euthanasia documents which were 
done by both Mum and Dad when 
they  were 100 percent physically and 
mentally well. We now know they 
were worth nothing. His wishes meant 
nothing to the system, the system says 
you must suffer. 

After a great 18 years my cat suffered 
for just a few days or so, then was put 
to rest with no more suffering. 

Dad had a great 80 years, then the 
three and a half years in that hospital 
with that wretched stroke. 

He did not deserve that. No-one does. 

We all have choices and must make 
decisions throughout our life, why can 
we not have some say about our fate 
when our quality of life is no more and 
never will be again? 

When life comes to this, society should 
respect each human’s choice to live or 
die. 

If there is one regret I have in my life, 
it is not being able to help Dad rest in 
peace sooner.  

Honeymoon over 
for gay couples 
after Australia 

overturns same-
sex marriage law 

http://news.yahoo.com
11th December 2013

SYDNEY (Reuters) - The honeymoon was 
short-lived for Australia’s gay couples 
who married in the past five days 
after the High Court overturned new 
same-sex marriage laws on Thursday, 
invalidating wedding ceremonies 
performed since Saturday.

“This is devastating for those couples 
who married this week and for their 
families,” Australian Marriage Equality 
National Director Rodney Croome said 
in a statement.
Around 20 gay couples had tied the knot 
since December 7, when Australia’s first 
same-sex marriage laws came into force 
in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT). 
The first ceremonies were celebrated 
a minute after midnight (8 a.m. ET 
Friday).

“I don’t want to be unmarried this 
afternoon,” Ivan Hinton, who married 
his partner Chris Teoh in the national 
capital Canberra, told Australian media 
outside the High Court.

Australia’s conservative national 
government had challenged the law 
in the High Court on the grounds it 
conflicted with federal law. On Thursday, 
the court upheld the challenge and 
unanimously decided that the ACT law 
was invalid.
The court said the issue of same-sex 
marriage was a matter for the national 
parliament. Laws to legalize same-sex 
marriage failed to pass in the national 
parliament in September 2012.
“This is just a temporary defeat,” 
said a defiant Croome. “What is far 
more important is that the ACT’s law 
facilitated the first same-sex marriage 
on Australian soil and showed the 
nation the love and commitment of 
same-sex couples,” he said.
Other countries where same-sex 
marriages are legal include Canada, 
Spain, Sweden and New Zealand, which 
in April became the first country in the 
Asia-Pacific region to legalize same-sex 
marriage.

(Reporting by Thuy Ong; Editing by 
Michael Perry)
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The world’s first genderless person
www.stuff.co.nz
8th November 2013
By Alecia Simmonds

PHOTO: DALLAS KILPONEN/Fairfax Aus 
GENDERLESS: Norrie May-Welby won the 
groundbreaking right to be without gender 
... but that may be taken away again.

Today, the Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages in Australia will challenge the 
right that it gave to Norrie May-Welby 
and other transgender people in 2010 
to legally identify as gender neutral. 

The story goes like this: Norrie May-
Welby is a fearsomely talented 
activist and artist who at the age 
of 28 underwent female gender 
reassignment surgery. But like many of 
us, Norrie found the choice between 
two discrete boxes of male or female 
slightly limiting. It just didn’t fit with 
lived experience: the Adam’s apple that 
told people Norrie was male, yet the 
lilting voice seemed ever so feminine. 

On asking for her birth certificate in 
2010 Norrie requested that there be a 
third box to tick: “gender not specified”. 

The registrar of the Department of 
Births Deaths and Marriages behaved 
like any progressive entity should and 
said yes. Norrie was presented with a 
delightful piece of paper that legally 
recognised Norrie’s identity as neither 
male nor female. 

For four months everyone celebrated. 
The Huffington Post whooped about 
“the world’s first legally genderless 
person” and transgender people 
toasted our nation’s acceptance of 
gender diversity. 

That is, until Norrie received a letter 

from Births, Deaths and Marriages 
saying the document was “issued in 
error” and was invalid. 

Norrie went to the Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal to challenge the 
decision, but lost. She said the tribunal 
went into “robot mode”, declaring in a 
series of speech spasms that sex means 
“male or female, male or female, 
1100110011001100”. 

After this, the Court of Appeal 
considered the case and responded 
with more intellectual rigour. The word 
sex does not bear a binary meaning of 
“male” or “female”, it said. 

We have always accepted that not 
everyone fits into these boxes. 
Why else do we have such words 
as hermaphrodite, intersex and 
androgynous? Norrie won. 

(I might add that the law has long 
recognised transgender identity. 
Bracton’s 13th-century legal 
commentary said: “Mankind may 
also be classified in another way: 
male, female or hermaphrodite.” And 
some doctors in the mediaeval period 
recognised five genders.) 

Tonight the New South Wales 
government will once again take on 
Norrie, this time in the High Court. The 
court will have to determine whether 
the government’s argument - that the 
Court of Appeal made an error and that 
it has the right to not legally recognise 
transgender people - is good enough to 
be heard later in a full High Court trial. 

Quite frankly I think it’s baffling. 
How do the Liberal governments 
on a federal and state level find the 
money to challenge every progressive 
decision - from ACT gay marriage laws 
to transgender rights - and yet claim 
to be too poor to fund public servants, 
schools or universities? Pursuing a case 
in the High Court is not cheap, but there 
is always money to challenge laws that 
help minorities. 

Norrie says the Court of Appeal decision 
helps in a practical sense. 

“If I need to show identity documents, 
I certainly don’t want details that are 
false, for this will only cause trouble 
when officials realise I don’t match my 
documents. 

“If my passport states that I’m female, 
I may be detained because of my ... 
large chest. If male, there will be a 
dissonance with my physical form 
caused by castration: I move and talk 
like a woman.” 

This is not an issue of whether a person 
“identifies as male or female”, it is 
simply a matter of biological fact. “The 
question is about sex not gender.” 

The federal government took a positive 
step in 2011 by allowing people to 
declare their sex as X on their passports. 
Registry documents perform a similar 
work of creating a person’s legal 
identity, so given the federal precedent, 
BDM’s position is bizarre. 

The case also has wider political 
significance. First, it’s about removing 
discrimination in law and recognising 
someone’s right to self-determination 
- of reforming legal categories so that 
they reflect their experience of the 
world. 

It’s also an issue that affects you and 
me in so far as it makes clear that the 
law does not consider you to have an 
identity unless you can fit into one of 
two suffocatingly narrow boxes: male 
or female. If you rebel against our 
system of gender then you have no 
legal personhood. 

On a positive note, as Judith Butler has 
argued, the scientific fact of transgender 
identity shows that our binary system 
of gender is neither necessary nor 
accurate. 

So why does BDM care? Is it because 
it is scared of women adopting the 
behaviour of men, or men adopting 
the behaviour of women, and actually 
liking it? In the four months that Norrie 
was recognised as genderless the world 
did not come to an end. In fact, it was 
made more just. 
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The transsexual who 
sets an example

Laverne Cox, the presiding 
Orange Is The New Black, 

Hollywood welcomes 
open to diversity

http://www.eluniversal.com.mx/
espectaculos/2013/impreso/la-
transexual-127665.html

NEW YORK -. Orange is the New Black, 
Netflix original series based on the 
true story of an American middle-class 
woman who is sentenced to prison 
continues to give much to talk about.
And the program has not only captivated 
audiences with its originality, but has 
also been a good benchmark for how 
to break stereotypes of life behind 
bars, but also of other thorny issues like 
transsexuality.
In Orange Is the New Black’s character 
Sophia, transsexual dam is responsible 
for cutting the hair and provide hair 
services their convicted colleagues, is 
played by an actress who also changed 
gender, Laverne Cox, who told EL 
UNIVERSAL how after a stretch in which 
Hollywood and the big studios always 
thought of actresses known for playing 
characters who decide to change 
gender (as is the case with Hilary Swank 
in Boys Do not Cry and Transamerica 
Felicity Hoffman) finally industry is 
realizing that there is nothing better 
than hiring an actor who has already 
experienced this process firsthand to 
play this kind of role.
“I just read a brilliant article about 
how beneficial it is to hire transsexuals 
transsexuals to play! It explained how 
often the most difficult for an actor 
to play this kind of role is to deal with 
gender issues. But transsexuals need 
not go through all that, we can go 
straight to the point, “he said.
“There are many actors transgender 
super well prepared and I’m glad you 

started thinking about always hire 
transsexuals to play these roles.”
The series has another good anecdote 
related to Sophia, for the scene in which 
the dam you look in the mirror and go 
back in time to her past as a man was 
not filmed by Laverne Cox, but no less 
than his identical twin brother, counted 
according to the actress herself.
“His name is M. Lamar and is a musician, 
pianist and amazing singer. Before we 
made an attempt to transform Sophia, 
but after eight hours of doing a test 
makeup and hair to achieve give that 
look of boy went with Jodi, the director 
of that episode, and I mentioned how 
hard it was being so she it said we had 
to hire someone. I decided to propose 
to my brother who came to audition 
and the rest is history. “
Fascination.
Following fashion transgender actors 
right in the coming months will 
premiere globally a documentary I am 
Divine, based on the life of Divine, the 
first transsexual character actress who 
made so with the film Pink Flamingo 
John Waters ( 1972).
The subject of transsexuality has always 
fascinated riskier directors and rivers of 
ink generated in film and on television 
now. Such is the case of Pedro 
Almodóvar who these characters are 
fascinated (High Heels, All About My 
Mother, The Skin I Live In, etc). Now we 
just have to see in the future whether 
or transgender roles are played by ... 
transsexuals.

Anniversary cake 
comes with slice 

of hate
GayNZ.com
23rd November 2013

A bakery in the US state of Virginia has 
presented a woman with a hateful take 
on the anniversary cake she ordered for 
her partner.
Sarah tells The Advocate she asked for 
the cake she ordered to be the same as 
one she saw in the store’s catalogue, but 
without balloons and reading “Happy 
Anniversary Lindsey! Love, Sarah.”
Instead it says what appears to be 
“Lesbian Anniv. No Ballons,” in messy 
scrawl. It was also chocolate when 
Sarah asked for a carrot cake.
The store has apologised for the poor 
quality of writing, and given Sarah a 

refund, but stands by its homophobia.
Virginia has no anti-discrimination laws 
covering sexuality or gender identity.
Photo: The Advocate

Buck Angel hits 
Australia in2014

http://www.samesame.com.au
11th November 2013
By Dean Acuri

He’s no ordinary man. Award winning 
female-to-male transsexual porn 
performer and sex educator Buck Angel 
will be touring Australia in 2014.
He’ll be premiering his new 
documentary Mr Angel and appearing at 
events during Melbourne’s Midsumma 
and Sydney Mardi Gras.
Working with Dude and Dirty 
Queer magazines, Buck will head to 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane 
throughout January and February.
“For a while I have wanted to come (to 
Australia) because I have seen my fan 
base grow so much over there,” explains 
Buck via getbuckedaustralia.com.
“Also, I feel from what I have been told, 
that there is a lack of trans and queer 
porn there. It would be awesome to 
help get that kick started in some way.”
Born a girl, Buck is now world-famous 
for pioneering as the first transsexual 
man to enter the mainstream adult 
entertainment industry.
“My work has really helped me to feel 
so good about myself and really think 
that pornography is a tool that can help 
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inspire,” he says.
“I am hoping that by coming there and 
sharing my knowledge we can inspire 
some future trans pornographers.”
In 2007, Buck made history again as the 
first transsexual man to ever win the 
AVN Transsexual Performer of the Year 
award – the prestigious academy awards 
of the adult industry.
But Buck is more than just a 
pornographer, he is a sex education and 
motivational speaker as well. “The way 
that I have learned to educate is with 
humor and understanding. That is to 
say understanding that they don’t get us 
and if you make them feel dumb about 
asking questions then they might get 
angry and walk away. I let people know 
that for me it’s OK to ask any question 
you like even if you feel like it will offend 
me.”
His new documentary Mr. Angel is a 
moving and inspiring film by Dan Hunt, 
which was shot over six years. Buck will 
premiere the movie while here, and will 
also run a series of parties, community 
health workshops and discussions.
Buck Angel’s Australian dates 2014:
Melbourne: Fri 31st Jan – Sun 2nd Feb
Sydney: Fri 7th Feb – Mon 10th Feb
Brisbane: Thurs 13th Feb – Fri 14th Feb
The Melbourne Screening of Buck’s film 
Sexing the Transman has sold out for this 
week but if you’re in Adelaide for the 
FEAST Festival you can catch come face 
to face with Marc Quinn’s cigar smoking 
Buck Angel sculpture in Buck to Bombay 
at the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Fight brews over 
transgender law 

www.stuff.co.nz
11th November 2013

California is the first US state to pass a 
law detailing the rights of transgender 
students, but opponents of the law say 
they have collected enough support to 
get it repealed. 
The law goes into effect January 1, and its 
goal is to reduce discrimination against 
transgender students from the age they 
enter school to the age they graduate 
secondary school. Critics argue the law 
violates the privacy of non-transgender 
students. 
One of the law’s provisions allows 
transgender students to choose which 
restroom that want to use. It also gives 
them the choice of playing on either 

boys’ or girls’ sports teams. 
A coalition of conservative groups 
called Privacy for all Students submitted 
620,000 signatures to get the initiative 
on the November 2014 ballot, Frank 
Schubert, the political strategist handling 
the signature drive, said on Sunday (local 
time). 
To qualify, at least 505,000 valid 
signatures must be submitted. The 
signatures must be reviewed, and if 
there are still enough to qualify, the 
initiative would qualify for the ballot. 
John O’Connor, executive director of 
Equality California, the organisation that 
co-sponsored the transgender student 
law, said he was alarmed by the initiative 
effort. 
“Protecting this law is our number one 
priority, and we will put everything we’ve 
got into it,” O’Connor said, adding that 
he believes public opinion is opposed to 
discrimination against LGBT - or lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender - people. 
The effort to repeal the law got a 
boost last month when the National 
Organization for Marriage, which 
organised the 2008 ballot initiative that 
outlawed gay marriage in California, 
joined the effort. 
“It shows the degree of opposition that 
exists to opening the most vulnerable 
areas of public schools to the opposite 
sex,” Karen England of Capitol Resources 
Institute, a coalition member, said in a 
statement. 

Sir Elton speaks out 
in Moscow

GayNZ.com
7th December 2013

Sir Elton John has spoken out against 
Russia’s anti-gay hatred at a concert in 
Moscow, a performance he dedicated 
to a Russian man who was raped and 
murdered after he came out. 

Here is what John had to say at the 
concert (according to Buzzfeed):

You took me to your hearts all these 
years ago and you’ve always welcomed 
me with warmth and open arms any time 
I’ve visited. You have always embraced 
me and you have never judged me. So I 
am deeply saddened and shocked over 
the current legislation that is now in 
place against the LGBT community here 
in Russia. In my opinion, it is inhumane 
and it is isolating. People have demanded 

that because of this legislation, I must 
not come here to Russia. But many, many 
more people asked me to come and I 
listened to them. I love coming here.

I want to show them and the world that 
I care and that I don’t believe in isolating 
people. Music is a very powerful thing. 
It brings people together irrespective of 
their age, their race, their sexuality, or 
their religion. It does not discriminate. 
Look around you tonight. You see men, 
women, young and old, gay and straight. 
Thousands of Russia people enjoying 
the music. We’re all here together in 
harmony and harmony is what makes a 
happy family and a strong society.

The spirit we share tonight is what builds 
a future of equality, love and compassion 
for my children and for your children. 
Please don’t leave it behind when you 
leave tonight. Each and every one of you 
please, keep this spirit in your life and 
in your heart. I wish you love and peace 
and health and happiness. And this show 
is dedicated to the memory of Vladislav 
Tornovoi.

Watch: 
Any Given Tuesday

GayNZ.com
19th October 2013

Elton John and Jamie Foxx are among 
the celebs in a short film in support of 
the L.A. Gay and Lesbian Centre and its 
crusade to help homeless LGBT youth.

Directed by Trent Kendrick and produced 
by Michael Fossat, the short film follows 
a young boy who is thrown out of his 
house by his parents after they discover 
his sexual orientation. 

watch this video on:

http://www.gaynz.com/articles/
publish/37/article_14072.php
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Trans Etiquette for Non-Trans People
http://www.gaystarnews.com/article/
sigourney-weaver-gorillas-are-more-
evolved-anti-gay-humans171013
17th October 2013
By Joshua Poncil 

Working with, befriending, or 
otherwise interacting with trans people 
is not scary or difficult. We are pretty 
much like everyone else, and we are 
not a monolithic community. We are 
men, women, Democrat, Republican, 
Independent, liberal, moderate, 
conservative, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Pagan, atheist, mothers, fathers, 
brothers, sisters, interesting, boring...
just about everything.
We have various occupations, from 
doctor to ditch-digger. You can run into 
us at parties, at the mall, at the grocery 
store, or at your local PTA meeting. 
In many cases, you might not even 
recognize us as trans. But if you do, or 
if you are the friend or co-worker of 
someone who is transitioning, there are 
some basic points of etiquette that you 
can keep in mind to help you interact 
respectfully with a trans person.
1. Treat trans people as you would 
treat anyone else.
Don’t do things to call attention to 
a trans person, even if your goal is to 
let that person know that you accept 
him or her – no winking, smiling, little 
innuendos.If you wink at a person, he 
or she might think you want a date. If 
you do, then go for it.
2. Use the correct name and pronoun.
The correct name is whatever the 
person has given you. The correct 
pronoun is whatever gender the person 
is presenting. Most cultures have 
clothing or other appearance markers 
that designate gender for that culture 
– that are considered masculine or 
feminine.
Names also give off clues, because 
most cultures have names that are 
considered masculine or feminine. If 
you ask the person’s name and he or 
she says “Pat,” then the joke’s on you.
If you are unsure of which pronoun 
to use, and you really need to know, 
just ask – most trans people won’t 
be offended and see this as a sign of 
respect. But don’t ask if the person is 
obviously expressing a female or male 
gender.

3. If you make a mistake with a pronoun 
or name, move on.
Don’t make a big deal out of it. If you 
are alone with the person, apologize 
and drop it. If you are in a crowd, just 
move on. Don’t draw attention to your 
slip-up by making a face or groaning, 
falling all over yourself to apologize, or 
making excuses to others around you. It 
will just make things uncomfortable for 
everyone.
Let it go and make sure that you use 
the correct name and pronoun the next 
chance you get. But don’t stick in some 
hokey, off-topic phrase just so you can 
use the right name or pronoun – we are 
wise to that, and other people will just 
think you’re having a ’60s flashback.
(Keep in mind that, in some work 
settings where there are laws covering 
gender identity, intentionally using an 
incorrect name or pronoun because you 
don’t “approve” of the trans person or 
because you want to shame or out that 
person could be considered harassment 
and grounds for disciplinary action. 
Trans people know the difference 
between an accidental slip-up and 
intentional misuse.)
4. Don’t say, “I’ll never get that 
pronoun (or name) right.”
When you say this, you are saying, “I 
don’t care enough to try.” One thing 
that helps is to see the person as an 
entirely new and different individual 
instead of a man who you now have 
to call “she” or a woman who you now 
have to call “he.” Try it – it really works.
5. Don’t say, “You will always be a man 
(or woman) to me.”
Again, you are saying, “I don’t care 
enough or respect you enough to see 
who you really are,” “My feelings are 
more important than yours,” or “I don’t 
recognize you as a person.” This isn’t 
about you. It is about the person with 
whom you want to stay friends.
6. Don’t touch the person 
inappropriately or ask personal 
questions unless you are invited to do 
so.
Trans people are not public property. 
Touching something on a person to 
see if it is “real” or asking personal 
questions about a person’s body or sex 
life is inappropriate – unless the person 

PFlag Palmerston North
Welcome to PFLAG Palmerston North! 
We’re a support group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, takaatapui, 
fa’afafine and intersex people, and 
their families and friends, in the lower 
North Island.

Contact: Mary White   
email: pflag@inspire.net.nz

www.facebook.com/
pflagPalmerstonNorth

has invited you to “ask me anything.” 
Otherwise, do not do or say anything 
that you would not do or say to anyone 
else.
7. Don’t “out” a trans person.
If you see a person on the street that 
you know to be trans, it is a private 
matter and not appropriate to tell your 
friends that the person is trans. It is also 
not appropriate to mention anything 
that would “out” a trans person if you 
are with that person in a public setting 
– unless you want that person to tell 
everyone what you did at the office 
party last year.
8. Don’t make assumptions.
Don’t assume that the trans person you 
are talking to is politically liberal (or 
conservative), straight (or gay), happy 
(or unhappy), poor (or rich), and so on. 
We are all very different.
And don’t assume that this person 
wants to educate you about trans issues 
or even discuss them. If the person 
wants to talk about trans issues, he or 
she will bring them up. For some of us, 
talking about trans stuff is like being 
at work all the time. If you’re stuck for 
conversation, the weather is always a 
good fallback position. Trans people get 
hot and cold, too.
Use common sense and respect and 
you will be fine.
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http://www.pinknews.co.uk/
11th December 2013
Tennis legend Martina 
Navratilova has slammed 
the International Olympic 
Committee for “putting their 
head in the sand” over LGBT 
rights.

Speaking at a United Nations 
event on Tuesday, she accused 
the IOC not taking a stand 
against Russia, which is hosting 
February’s Winter Olympics 
and passed a law banning “gay 
propaganda” in June.

“I think we can say that sports and politics are inextricably 
combined – they go hand in hand – and that’s where my 
disappointment was with the IOC,” said Navratilova.

“It said sports and politics don’t mix, which is completely 
contrary to everything that’s been happening.

“So that’s where my disappointment is, more than with 
anybody else, with the IOC for really putting their head in the 
sand and not wanting to make any waves.”

Navratilova, who won 18 Grand Slams during her tennis 
career, also criticised football’s world governing body FIFA 
for awarding the 2022 World Cup to Qatar, where same-sex 
sexual activity is punishable by up to 5 years imprisonment.

“In Qatar, for example, where the World Cup is going to be, 
homosexual activity is punishable by jail terms,” she said.

Also attending the UN event was gay NBA player Jason Collins.
“I don’t know how much the IOC can do in pushing the 
Russian Government to end their gay propaganda laws, but 
they can definitely do more,” he said.

“People should be able to live their lives openly, should be 
encouraged to be themselves.

“The IOC and FIFA should look when they are selecting a city 
or country to host at whom they choose to associate their 
brand with, is it a government that would openly oppress 
their own people?”

IOC President Thomas Bach has warned athletes against 
making political gestures at the Winter Olympics in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, but plans to set up protest zones for 
them to “express their views”.

Martina Navratilova: 
The Olympic 

Committee is ‘putting 
their head in the sand’ 

on LGBT rights

http://www.pinknews.co.uk/
10th December 2013

LGBT campaigners around the world are marking Human 
Rights Day with calls to end the criminalisation of same-sex 
sexual relationships.

The UN General Assembly proclaimed 10 December as 
Human Rights Day in 1950, to bring to the attention “of the 
peoples of the world” the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights as the common standard of achievement for all 
peoples and all nations.

Tuesday also marks the 20th anniversary of the Vienna 
Declaration and Programme of Action.

Adopted by the World Conference in 1993, the declaration 
marked the beginning of a renewed effort in the protection 
and promotion of human rights and is regarded as one of the 
most significant human rights documents in recent times.

Yesterday, a video released through the United Nation’s 
‘Free and Equal’ campaign listed the 76 countries where 
homosexuality is still illegal.

The Metro Centre, a south-east London based LGBT charity, 
has called on the world to protect LGBT rights as part of 
Human Rights Day.

Acting Chief Executive Dr Greg Ussher said: “Today on 
Human Rights Day we celebrate the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and consider how far we have come to realise 
its promise of recognising and honouring the human rights of 
every member of our global community.

“It is clear that there is still a long road to travel to full 
respect for the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. It is only as recently as 2008 that any 
resolution supporting LGBT rights was discussed at the UN 
– that resolution remains open and is unsupported by 46 
countries and opposed by 54.

“We have to recognise that progress has been made but 
all too slowly in many countries, not at all in others and as 
recent developments in Russia demonstrate, the tide of 
human rights progress can turn back all too quickly. In the UK 
progress has been relatively fast, particularly in recent years 
and we are thankful for it.”

Meanwhile, gay rights charity Stonewall has launched a 
new guide for equality activists worldwide as part of Human 
Rights Day.

Stonewall’s  Senior International Officer Jasmine O’Connor 
said: “We know from our work with dozens of LGB & T 
organisations globally that they look to the UK as a beacon of 
gay equality and therefore a key ally in their own campaigns 
for fundamental rights. The UK Government has said it wants 
to work with activists in their own countries and we hope that 
this guide will help bring activists and the UK Government 
together on the ground.”

Foreign Office Minister Baroness Warsi is set to give a key 
note speech on LGBT rights as part of Human rights Day.

It will take [has taken] place this evening in central London.

LGBT activists mark 
World Human Rights Day 

Tennis legend Martina (Photo: Twitter)
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http://www.biography.com/people/
eartha-kitt-9366124?page=1

Born in 1927 South Carolina, Eartha 
Kitt became popular in Paris as a 
nightclub singer, then returned to 
the U.S. to appear in films and on 
Broadway. Her 1953 recording of 
“Santa Baby” is still a favorite today. 
In the 1960s, Kitt had a recurring 
role as Catwoman on TV’s Batman, 
but her career waned after she 
criticized the Vietnam War during 
a luncheon with Lady Bird Johnson.

Early Life
Born in North, South Carolina, 
famed singer and actress Eartha 
Kitt had a difficult childhood. Her 
mother abandoned her, and she 
was left in the care of relatives 
who mistreated her. Kitt was often 
teased and picked on because of her 
mixed-race heritage—her father 
was white, and her mother was 
African-American and Cherokee.

Around the age of 8, Kitt moved to 
New York City to live with an aunt. 
There, she eventually enrolled in 
the New York School of Performing 
Arts. Around the age of 16, Kitt 
won a scholarship to study with 
Katherine Dunham, and later 
joined Dunham’s dance troupe. She 
toured with the group for several 
years before going solo. In Paris, Kitt 
became a popular nightclub singer. 
She was discovered in Europe 
by actor-director Orson Welles. 
Welles, who reportedly called her 
“the most exciting woman alive,” 
cast her as Helen of Troy in his 
production of Dr. Faustus.

Career Highlights
Kitt became a rising star with 
her appearance in the Broadway 
review New Faces of 1952. 
In the production, she sang 
“Monotonous.” Her performance 
helped launch her music career 
with the release of her first album 
in 1954. The recording featured 
such signature songs as “I Want To 
Be Evil” and “C’est Si Bon,” as well 
as the perennially holiday classic 

Eartha Kitt
“Santa Baby.”

On the big screen, Kitt starred 
opposite Nat “King” Cole in the 
W. C. Handy biopic St. Louis Blues 
(1958). She netted her one and 
only Academy Award nomination 
the following year, for her role as 
the title character in Anna Lucasta. 
In the film, Kitt plays a sassy young 
woman who is forced to use her 
womanly wiles to survive. She stars 
opposite Sammy Davis Jr.

In the late 1960s, Kitt played one 
of her most famous parts—the 
villainous vixen “Catwoman.” 
She took over the role, on the 
TV series Batman, from Julie 
Newmar. Remarkably, Kitt only 
played Catwoman on a handful of 
episodes of the short-lived campy 
crime show, starring Adam West 
and Burt Ward, but she made the 
role her own with her lithe, cat-like 
frame and her distinctive voice. The 
series found a second life in reruns, 
and it remains on the air today.

Known for being blunt and short-
tempered at times, Kitt found 
herself in a media firestorm in 
1968. She attended a luncheon on 
the subject on juvenile delinquency 
and crime hosted by Lady Bird 
Johnson at the White House. At 
the event, Kitt shared her thoughts 
on the matter, telling the First Lady 
that “You send the 
best of this country 
off to be shot and 
maimed,” according to 
the Washington Post. 
“No wonder the kids 
rebel and take pot.” 
Her remarks against 
the Vietnam War 
offended Johnson, 
and made headlines.

Her popularity took 
a significant hit after 
that, and she spent 
several years mostly 
performing abroad.

In 1978, Kitt enjoyed 
a career renaissance 

with her performance on Broadway 
in Timbuktu!. She earned a Tony 
Award nomination for her role in 
the play, and received an invitation 
to the White House by President 
Jimmy Carter. In 1984, Kitt returned 
to the music charts with “Where 
Is My Man.” She continued to win 
acclaim for her music,

Final Years
Throughout her adult life, Kitt had 
a tremendous work ethic. She kept 
up a busy work schedule well into 
her 70s. In 2000, Kitt netted a Tony 
Award nomination for her work in 
The Wild Party with Toni Collette. 
She picked up a Daytime Emmy 
Award for her vocal performance 
on the animated children’s series 
The Emperor’s New School that 
same year, and again in 2007.

For many years, Kitt performed 
her cabaret act at New York’s Cafe 
Carlyle. She continued to wow 
audiences as she had so many 
decades before, when she was 
the toast of Paris. With her voice, 
charm and sex appeal, Kitt knew 
how to win over a crowd.

Kitt learned that she had colon 
cancer in 2006, a disease that ended 
up taking her life on December 25, 
2008.

© 2013 A+E Networks. All rights reserved.
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WORDS TO FIND:
RUSH BAR
SOCHI
OVERWATCH
BARRY TAYLOR
CHRISTMAS LILLY
LEE EKLUND
TENERIFE
AMANDUH
JODIE CAPREE
POMEGRANATE
TE PAPA TONGAREWA
KIRSTIE
DAVID HARTNELL
TARIANA TURIA
TE METE
FRANCIS RUPE
JONATHAN SELU
SKJELLERUP
GEORGINA BEYER

All the words used in the Word Find can be found within this issue 
of Tātou. If there are more than two words to find, then the words 
will be found as one single word with no gaps between them eg: 
TE PAPA TONGAREWA will be found as TEPAPATONGAREWA.

MOXHAM
CHERISH
PRIDE
FONO
YAYA
PAUL JENDEN
GAYLINE
VIVIAN
EUTHANASIA
GENDERLESS
BUCK ANGEL
SIRELTON
ANY GIVEN TUESDAY
ETIQUETTE
EARTHA
GAYNZCOM

A B T I S Y A D S E U T N E V I G Y N A 
C H R I S T M A S L I L L Y E A M K F J 
D P O A S A G A Y N Z C O M Y J E T O M 
A U E P U R S I C N A R F L O X D D N B 
V R A E F I R E N E T V I B R S I V O C 
I E R X C A T E N B Z N O T L E R I S A 
D L T I Y N H S I R E H C U C U P V E W 
H L H C T A W R E V O N B A V W E I T E 
A E A E T T E U Q I T E P O N M C A E R 
R J A X Q U O A O L C R B B A E P N M A 
T K I A V R K R E Y E B A N I G R O E G 
N S O L W I Q G O E K I R S T I E V T N 
E E U T H A N A S I A B R M E Y R D E O 
L A S O R A M O X H A M Y P M S U A C T 
L E E E K L U N D A S C T A O R T S O A 
Y A O C S R E S E T A N A R G E M O P P 
A H U D N A M A Z A S R Y N O N A C A A 
Y B Q A E X N E D N E J L U A P S H E P 
A C S S E L R E D N E G O U X Q U I C E 
J O N A T H A N S E L U R U S H B A R T 
 

Shigeyuki Kihara
Where do we come from? What are we? Where are we going?

16 February – 25 May 2014
Shigeyuki Kihara’s exhibition Where do we come from? What 
are we? Where are we going? lifts its title from a major 
painting by Paul Gauguin. In this series of photographs, 
the artist performs a fictitious narrative in the guise of a 
resurrected 19th century Samoan woman examining current 
Samoan culture and society.

Pataka Art + Museum
Cnr Norrie and Parumoana Streets

Porirua City, New Zealand
Opening hrs: Mon-Sat: 10am-4.30pm. Sunday: 11am-4.30pm



WEBSITE PICKS
http://www.tiwhanawhana.
com/
http://gaynz.com/
http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/
http://www.bodypositive.org.
nz/Pages/2014_Calendar/
http://www.gaywellington.org/
schoolsout.htm
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/
http://www.sportsground.
co.nz/site/10827/35993/

FACEBOOK
YOU TUBE PICKS
Baby panda 100 day time lapse
http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/
cutestuff/9360452/Baby-panda-
time-lapse-video
Any Given Tuesday
http://www.gaynz.com/articles/
publish/37/article_14072.php
Tiwhanawhana
htt p s : / / w w w.fa c e b o o k . co m /
tiwhanawhanakapa
Making a new island
h t t p : / / w w w . s t u f f . c o . n z /
science/9430243/New-island-off-
Japan-after-eruption
Dog and Magie playing
https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?v=1390582511186555&set=v
b.236486913157711&type=2&the
ater
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Me Inoi 
Tatou

Kia tau ki a tatou katoa,
te atawhai o tō tatou 

Ariki a Ihu Karaiti
Me te aroha o te Atua

me te whiwhingā 
tahitanga

ki te wairua tapu
Āke! Ake! 

Āmine.

- Closing Prayer -
Bestow on us all

The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ

The love of God 
and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit

Now and forever more!
Amen.

IN MEMORIAM
Rachel HAKARAIA (aka 
Rachel Peron) passed 
away 29 December 1981 in 
Wellington.
Franki LUND (aka Toni Roget) 
passed away 29 October 
2011 in Wellington.
Phillip COTTRELL passed 
away 11 December 2011 in 
Wellington.
Carmen RUPE passed away 
15 December 2011 in Sydney.

OBITUARIES

Kyle Robin STURGESS. Our darling, talented, thoughtful son 
and grandson died in Wellington Hospital after a car accident. 
Much loved son of Willy, Suzy (recently deceased) and dearly 
loved grandson of Darryl and Catherine, Kate and Raj, Sally, 
John, big cousin of Ryan and nephew of Sean, Brenda, Keith, 
John and Kacy. A celebration of Kyle’s life will be held at St 
Ronan’s Church, 234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne on Thursday, 
7th November at 1.30pm. Notice from Dominion Post 4 
November 2013. 

George TE WAO. 
Passed away Saturday 2 
November 2013 at home 
(Little Waihi). Aged 80 
years. A dearly loved and 
supportive uncle and father 
figure who will be incredibly 
missed. Peri & Karen Te Wao.

BIRTHDAYS
Selina IHAIA had a birthday 
in November. Happy Birthday 
Doll!
Peri Te Wao, 50 yrs on 20th 
November.
Lorena Carmell, 68 yrs on 
27th November.
Tania Karaitiana, 61 yrs on 
13th December.
Happy Birthday to all 
our friends and whanau! 
Any birthday notices are 
welcome to be published 
in this popular classifieds 
section. 

Paul John JENDEN. 
Born in Wellington on 5th 
October, 1955;  passed away 
in Wellington 26th October, 
2013.

OBITUARIES

EVENTS

OUT IN THE SQUARE
Saturday 18 January 2014

10am TILL 5pm
Civic Square, 

65 Victoria Street, Te Aro 
Wellington

10 to 16 May 2014
in Darwin, Australia




