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Trans-Living in Australia
Starsha Williams - “Life is what YOU make of it”

I came to Aussie for a month’s holiday and almost ten years 
later, I’m still here living in Melbourne. 

My time here has been great, made a lot of great friends, had a 
lot of ups and downs as can happen in any situation but I made 
the most of what I had and what I could do to stay alive in a new 
environment. 

I wasn’t able to go on the dole (which I believe was a good thing), 
as it enabled me to carry myself without the help of the Australian 
and New Zealand Governments and I didn’t want to be known as 
a ‘dole bludger’ like a lot of Kiwi’s are whilst here!

I worked the streets for three years while staying with a friend. I had met some amazing 
people (working girls) and clients which enabled me to get by till my friend and I parted 
ways and I had had enough of that life. I still see a few of my old clients to this day, which 

is good pocket money.

In 2004, I found a job that I thought I’d be good at, in a call centre,  and it turned out I 
was right! The company and the people who worked there were very friendly in every 

respect of the word and I loved my time there. I stayed with that company for five 
years until it was time to move on.

I now work from home, doing the same sort of thing which is good though 
I do miss the company of fellow colleagues when working in an office 

environment!

I have yet to find any sort of discrimination against the trans community 
thus far.

The moral of my story is; Life for a transsexual or anyone for that matter is 
what ‘’YOU” make of it. If you’re willing to do what is necessary to live and 

make a new life, where-ever it may be, then it’s up to “YOU”. So go for it!

“...I have yet to find any sort of discrimination 
against the trans community....”

“It was a definite highlight for us. The 
Masterchef stars and crew are so awesome....”

The Food Show was in 
Wellington 14-16 May at the 
‘Cake Tin’. We went along 
on the Friday to sample 
some exquisite morsels, 
beverages and watch some 
very entertaining cooking 
demonstrations.
Just five minutes in to herding our 
way along the stalls, we came across 
TV stars, 2010 MasterChef Brett 
McGregor and Kelly Young along with 
their TV producers. Peri got brave 

after walking back and forth waiting for a quiet moment to engage with them. He bought a 
MasterChef apron and Brett and Kelly signed it for him and then asked for a photo. It was quite 
hilarious as Peri had his ‘homey’ clothes on and didn’t want to be in the picture. However, 
everyone disagreed and hauled him in ‘homey’ clothes ‘n’ all. The director made his day - and  
placed her MasterChef apron on him. He was absolutely buzzing and although Brett and Kelly 
were talking to him, and the TV producers were urging him to put that application in for the 
next series - he was so excited about seeing his latest TV starts in person - everything else was 
a blur. It was a definite highlight for us. The MasterChef stars and crew are so awesome!

Inside this issue - we will advertise the MasterChef entry form for all you foodies out there in 
the hope you may wish to put your application in and ‘have a go’.

Also, we mentioned we brought an apron and had the MasterChef’s Brett and Kelly both sign 
it, so this awesome souvenir is up for grabs for our whanau. Please read the wee competition 
inside this issue.
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THE EDITORS

Kia ora Whanau

I am overcome with pride when 
I look at what you both have 
done for our community. I am 
honoured to know you not only 
as people but as whanau. 

For many of us in our 
community,  whanau, is the one 
thing that our people have lost 
that is more important than 
anything and here you have 
given a voice to that need. The 
one idea that swells my heart 
the most is the retirement 
home for our aging community.  
This was one of the issues I 
thought was important when 
it was discussed at the HRC Hui 
in Island Bay 2 years ago. It is 
time and right that we have a 
place where we will be safe and 
respected. Well done

Arohanui
Joanne Neilson

Ae! Thank you. Your support 
towards Tapatoru’s long term 
goal speaks volumes. We 
acknowledge you as a role 
model, leader and friend to 
many. Nāu te rourou, nāku te 
rourou, ka ora te manuhiri - 
With your food basket and my 
food basket, the guest will be 
satisfied.

To the editors

Kia ora Whanau.

Firstly and most importantly, 
a huge thank you to all our 
readers for supporting this 
kaupapa of Tapatoru and of 
course ‘Tatou’. 

We’ve had lots of feedback via 
phone, txt, and emails and we 
are inspired about the contact 
from sisters from Australia. 
You can find us on face book 
under ‘tapatoru’ where we 
have recently connected with 
twenty eight of our trans 
whanau globally. Our website 
hits since April is slowly picking 
up at 138. All of this feedback is 
telling us we are heading in the 
right direction. 

Life has been very busy for us 
since our first issue and we are 
motivated to keep improving 
on Tatou and have already had 
some awesome whanau come 
forward, (thanks to David, 
Joanne, Sue and Jonathan), 

with their contributions to 
add exceptional variety to 
this publication. We are most 
grateful for this support and 
welcome any contributions 
and offers to assist with Tatou 
in any way.

As we are not funded, sending  
Tatou via email/pdf is our 
preferred method,  however we 
know that some whanau do not 
have access to this technology 
and we are happy to send a 
printed copy via post.

As our community is somewhat 
fragmented through no fault 
of our own, one of Tatou’s 
objectives is to focus on 
sharing stories. These  will be 
of current events locally and 
internationally, and about our 
whanau who have passed on. 
Tatou would like to provide a 
place for the latter to ensure 
our people are not forgotten. 

We are also aware that many of 
our whanau are also of mixed 

What’s it all about: 
TAPATORU?
Focus on the present:
Tapatoru would like to share with 
its Maori trans and wider trans 
whanau the importance of making 
the most of the present! This is 
the time when people are too 
focussed on other aspects of their 
lives and that we forget about 
enjoying ‘today’:

we believe we are a whanau/• 
family and we look after each 
other and get on;
our uniqueness is what • 
contributes to our vibrant 
and colourful community;
keeping things simple is • 
what is more effective than 
complex and full of jargon;
we show our support in • 
numbers and a unifed voice 
with good intention toward 
our people;
always it is about uplifting • 
our wairua/spirit, and leading 
proudly by example;
We have no boundaries to • 
our successes!
savvy in today’s world • 
means living in both worlds 
confidently

Our history:
Our Maori trans whanau are a 
part of our Maori trans history 
also and  it is important that 
we remember those who have 
passed on and that we keep their 
memory alive.
Tapatoru invites contributions 
from whanau, friends, and 
companions, to share their story 
with us. We welcome any material 
on our brothers and sisters. Our 
email is: info@tapatoru.org.nz

What the future holds:
To have a place for our aging 
indigenous trans whanau in 
Wellington. To encourage 
a lifestyle that respects our 
trans people as they age and 
either require support to live 
comfortably or want to live in a 
facility that is supportive.

cultural backgrounds and we 
are focussed on extending 
our embrace to our Pasifika 
whanau, and in fact welcome 
input and opportunities to 
express our whanaungatanga 
(kinship) with all nations.

We would like to mention that 
over the next couple of issues 
we will be bringing stories to 
you that you may have read 
before. Two stories were given 
to us especiallly, (which we had 
published elsewhere), and we 
have decided to return them 
back here with us and will 
place them in the next issues of 
Tatou. As well, we will include 
in this issue, the story we have 
had on one of our websites, 
which is of our beloved Chrissy 
Witoko.

And finally, a special mention to 
Dana de Milo who will feature 
in our next issue (August) and 
will be assisting us with a new 
column. 
Arohanui. Karen & Peri.

Me Karakia Tatou

Whiti ora ki te whai ao
ki te ao marama.
Whiti ki runga, whiti ki raro.
E ngungu ki te pohatu
e ngungu ki te rakau  
titaha ki tenei taha
titaha ki tera taha. 
Tihei mauriora.

-

-
-

-
-

-
--
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OUR PEOPLE

Thursday, November 16, 2006  
 
Hawaiian Board of Education member 
Kim Coco Iwamoto is the highest-elected 
transgender official in the U.S.

Growing up Kim Coco Iwamoto's parents 
made it clear to her that education was the 
key to achieving more of her goals.

Now she has a post on Hawaii's state 
Board of Education and is the subject of a 
surprise blitz of national media attention 
as the highest-elected transgender official 
in the country.

"I didn't run to get this attention as an 
individual. I ran to be an advocate for 
the students," the 38-year-old civil rights 
lawyer said.

Iwamoto credits higher value Hawaii 
culture places on responsibility to family 
and community over personal identity 
for giving her the confidence to seek out 
success.

Despite a number of states, municipalities 
and big corporations passing laws and 
rules banning discrimination against those 
who defy traditional gender definitions, 
just getting a job - let alone being elected 
into public office - can still be a struggle for 
members of the transgender community 
around the country.

"For me it's about resilience and having a 
strong core of self-esteem, which I was very 
fortunate to have the support and love my 
parents, my family," she said. "Really, in the 
face of adversity you have to tap into that 
place where you feel valued as a member 
of family and a larger community."

Following her win, Iwamoto's father, Robert 
Iwamoto, Jr., who heads the well-known 
Roberts Hawaii tour bus company, issued a 
statement congratulating his daughter on 
her successful campaign.

Iwamoto also noted that Hawaii voters 
have ushered in a host of firsts including 
the ratification of the federal equal rights 
amendment in 1972 and the election of 
the first Asian-American in the U.S. Senate, 
Hiram Fong, shortly after statehood in 
1959.

"This election speaks less of me and 
much more, I think, of the place and the 
people of Hawaii — the fact that Hawaii's 
always been a place of fair-minded, critical 
thinking voters who vote on the issues and 
who see people for the substance of their 
character," Iwamoto said.

Iwamoto didn't make her gender status 
a part of her campaign, but has long 
been a vocal champion of causes in the 
transgender community. She also listed her 
attendance of an all-boy's school, St. Louis 
High School, and her board membership 
of Kulia Na Mamo, a local transgender 
organization, in her campaign materials.

From GayNZ.com
New Zealand Daily News staff
4th June 2010

Buoyed by apparent community support, 
Georgina Beyer is launching a bid to 
become mayor of Masterton.

Three years after retiring from Parliament, 
the former Carterton Mayor and Wairarapa 
MP has decided to put her name forward 
for candidacy. 

A small text poll run by the Wairarapa 
Times-Age in April had Beyer well in the 
lead with 63 percent popularity. Incumbent 
mayor Garry Daniell scored 23 percent, 
while councillor David Holmes had 7.6 
support. Radio announcer Brent Gare has 
since confirmed to the newspaper that he 
will also run.

Beyer says the result of the poll was good, 
although it was most unscientific. "It 
was indicative I suppose of an element 
of support out there for my giving it a 
go." The transgender icon has received 
personal words of support from people 
in the community, which she points out is 
also non-scientific.

"The only poll which will actually show 
how good a support or not there was or 
not will be on the day."

Nominations haven't opened yet and 
Beyer says she will reveal the full details 
of her campaign once they are closed, 
however she has previously told GayNZ.
com she sees council amalgamation as 
a key issue, which she believes she can 
help the region work through due to her 
political experience. 

Beyer expects it to be a "short sharp" 
election campaign. 

The 2010 local body elections are being 
held on Saturday 9 October. Nominations 
for candidates open on Friday 23 July and 
close on Friday 20 August. 

Beyer to seek 
Masterton 
mayoralty

Hawaiian becomes highest-elected 
transgender official

When asked when she knew she was 
different, Iwamoto replied, "I've only been 
me."

She received her college degrees on the 
mainland, including an undergraduate 
degree at San Francisco State University 
and a law degree at University of New 
Mexico of Law.

But Hawaii is part of Iwamoto's very 
name, which is her birth name. "Coco" 
memorializes her mother going into labor 
while attending a reception at Kauai's Coco 
Palms resort, best known as the backdrop 
for Elvis Presley's movie "Blue Hawaii."

Iwamoto said she got involved in local 
education after becoming a foster parent 
three years ago. By advocating for her 
children, two of which are now in college, 
and other youth, Iwamoto said she began 
testifying before the board on a variety of 
issues such as finding ways to help families 
become more involved in the educational 
system.

Board Chairman Randall Yee said he was 
"very impressed" by Iwamoto's testimony 
and called her background "excellent."

"She has a legal background. She has a 
business background — business family. 
And I just felt that in terms of bringing 
different individuals with different 
perspectives on the board, I felt that she 
would bring a good perspective," he said.
Iwamoto said her personal experience also 
bears a message for education.

"Whatever the situation, I think if kids 
grow up with a core sense of self-esteem 
and feeling like they're a valuable part of 
their family, of their classroom, of their 
school, their community and if we teach 
to their potentials," she said. "I think that's 
the key to having them be in a position 
where they can give back to their families 
and communities.

(Tapatoru sourced this article dating back 
2006 and wanted to show our community 
alongside our own Georgina Beyer, some 
examples of exceptional  achievers. We 
know there are many more throughout the 
world and if you know of some excellent 
achievers and role models, email their story 
to us so we can share them with you all).
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PASIFIKA

Talanoa;  Walk the Talk VII
Melbourne, Australia

MEDIA RELEASE
5 May 2010

Talanoa; Walk the Talk is an inspiring cultural 
arts project taking place in Melbourne 
from May to June, 2010. Commissioned by 
Multicultural Arts Victoria, internationally 
renowned Japanese/ Samoan artist 
Shigeyuki Kihara will apply the ancient 
Samoan concept of Talanoa -- a practice 
of talking through matters of cultural and 
social importance with two very different 
cultural groups during her two month 
residency in Melbourne. Working with the 
Dambai Dancing Sudan Group and Te Roro 
n Rikirake Kiribati Youth Group, Shigeyuki 
Kihara will facilitate a new dialogue 
between two of Melbourne’s newest 
communities.  

Key events include a Reconciliation Week 
performance at the NGV on Sunday 30 
May, an NGV Culture Court talk on Monday 
31 May, a free Talanoa Performance at 
the Emerge Festival on Sunday 20 June, 
and a Talanoa Forum on Art, Community 
and Social Function at Federation Hall on 
Tuesday 22 June. All events are free entry 
and open to the public. 

For more information visit:
www.multiculturalarts.com.au

• Culture Court Public Performance at the 
NGV: An exploration of the intersection 
between Art, Culture and Commerce. 
For this performance Kihara collaborates 
with some of the communities 
supported by Multicultural Arts Victoria. 

Sunday 30 May 2010 (Reconciliation 
Week), 3pm @ NGV International 180 
St Kilda Rd, Melbourne – FREE

• NGV Talks with Shigeyuki Kihara: 
Shigeyuki Kihara discusses the issues 
raised in Culture Court Monday 31 May 
2010 (Reconciliation Week), 11am @ 
The Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia, 
Federation Square corner Russell and 
Flinders Streets, Melbourne – FREE

• Talanoa Performance: Sunday 20 June 
2pm FREE @ Emerge Festival Main 
Event With Dambai Dancing Group of 
Sudan, Te Roro n Rikirake Kiribati Youth 
Group, Shigeyuki Kihara.

  
• Talanoa Forum: Art, Community and 

Social Function, Tuesday 22 June 2010 
3-6 pm FREE  @ Federation Hall VCAM, 
Grant Street, Southbank A forum on 
creating art that activates and serves 
a social function with reflection on the 
Talanoa; Walk the Talk VII experience. 
With Sudanese and Kiribati community 
leaders, Shigeyuki Kihara and guest 
speakers. Performances by Dambai 
Dance Group & Te Roro n Ririrake 
Kiribati Dance Group.

Shigeyuki Kihara is an internationally 
acclaimed Inter-disciplinary artist based 
in New Zealand. Kihara’s work is based 
on an investigative research relating to 
the Indigenous cultures of the Pacific, 
and more specifically to Samoan culture, 
history and spirituality. Kihara’s practise 

explores the intersection between 
Art, Performance and Theatre. Kihara 
represented New Zealand at the fourth 
Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art 
in Brisbane and currently represented in 
fourth Auckland Triennial, New Zealand. 
Kihara’s first solo museum exhibition in 
North America entitled Shigeyuki Kihara; 
Living Photographs was recently presented 
at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York in 2008 following the acquisition of 
her work by the museum. 

‘When people walk away from the 
performance I hope they look at and 
experience things in a different way and 
are inspired to talanoa with someone 
outside’. Shigeyuki Kihara

Produced and presented by: Multicultural 
Arts Victoria Principal Sponsor: Festivals 
Australia Partners and Supporters: National 
Gallery of Victoria, The Wilin Centre - Faculty 
of the VCA and Music- The University of 
Melbourne, The Substation, Hobsons Bay 
City Council, AAAPS, Merethan Vision, 
New-Zealand Maori Polynesian Welfare 
Support Group Inc.

For info or to arrange interviews please 
contact: 

Claudia Escobar 
Ph 9417 6777, 0449 163 753 or email:

development@multiculturalarts.com.au 

Tapatoru thank Shigeyuki Kihara and 
Claudia Escobar for the direct contact and 
permission to run this article in this issue.

Shigeyuki is an internationally acclaimed Inter-disciplinary 
artist based in New Zealand

“Japanese/Samoan artist Shigeyuki Kihara will apply the ancient 
Samoan concept of Talanoa “
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AROUND THE MOTU

Census may become 
more trans-friendly
New Zealand Daily News
By GayNZ.com Daily News staff
17th May 2010

Census guidelines may be changed so 
transgender people can record their new 
sex, instead of the gender they were born.
In a draft document, Statistics New 
Zealand says a person who has undergone 
sex reassignment should be classified 
to that sex, while a person who was of 
indeterminate sex and who has undergone 
sex assignment should be classified to that 
sex. 

The proposal says someone who is 
currently undergoing such procedures and 
living as the sex that they are taking steps 
towards would be classified as that sex. 

“The publication of guide notes is 
not recommended in relation to sex 
assignment or reassignment as it would 
tend to make the declaration of sex 
unnecessarily complicated for the majority 
of survey participants and may elicit 
facetious responses. Instead, field staff and 
helpline staff (where applicable) would be 
able to provide guidance in response to 
enquiries.”

Kelly Ellis from Trans Advocates says 
previously guidelines have required that 
trans people record the sex they were 
born as, unless they had a Family Court 
“declaration as to sex” and a new birth 
certificate reflecting the new gender.  

Ellis says the current guidelines have 
created non-compliance with the guideline 
or blank answers. Ellis says the result of 
not responding to the question is that 
the answer gets “imputed” from other 
information available, such as name and 
relationships to others in the household. 

“Imputation is the statistical equivalent of 
making an educated guess. And, it seems 
if not enough information is there to make 
any determination, an answer is simply 
given. No doubt Statistics New Zealand 
gets it right at least half the time,” Ellis 
says.

“Although the guidelines might not please 
all, the new guidelines will mean that once 
people have started a transition, they 
should record their desired gender.  And 
that has to be a good thing.”

The deadline for comment on the 
proposed draft standard is 19 May. Email 
transadvocates@gmail.co.nz if you’d like a 
copy. 

Feedback can be sent to 
classifications@stats.govt.nz

A researcher has found transgender youth 
are particularly vulnerable to being drawn 
into the sex industry.

A team led by Gillian Abel from University 
of Otago, Christchurch, interviewed 772 
sex workers for the book Taking the crime 
out of sex work - New Zealand sex workers’ 
fight for decriminalisation.

Abel says they found decriminalisation of 
New Zealand’s sex industry has resulted in 
safer, healthier sex workers. 

“The book provides compelling evidence 
decriminalisation has achieved the aim of 
addressing sex workers’ human rights and 
has had a positive effect on their health 
and safety.”

It found sex workers have knowledge of 
their employment rights and are more 
likely to assert them. They also have a 
better relationship with police and are 
more likely to report violence, but there is 
still stigma associated with the job.

An area of concern that emerged was 
transgender youth, who the researchers 
found are particularly vulnerable to being 
drawn into the industry and need greater 
support.

Transgender youth 
“vulnerable” to sex industry

Abel says transgender workers tend to work 
either privately or on the street.  She says 
street-based workers are still acknowledged 
as being the most vulnerable sector of the 
sex industry - even in a decriminalised 
environment.

“Transgender participants in our study 
tended to start sex work, on the street, at 
an early age because they had often left 
home as a result of conflict within their 
families about their gender identity,” she 
says.

“They then found some sense of 
community with other transgender people 
on the street.”

Abel adds that when transgender 
participants tried employment in other 
occupations, they were often discriminated 
against and made to feel like everybody 
was staring and talking about them.

Abel says there needs to be more support 
for transgender youth, while Government 
social policies need to be improved overall 
to protect all those aged under 18 entering 
sex work.  She cites freeing up access to the 
independent youth benefit as one possible 
way forward.

Posted in: New Zealand Daily News - 13th May 2010

It’s 
about K ai Wild 

Pork
Kia Ora Whanau

When we got married in March one of my 
husbands’ colleagues gave us a whole wild 
pig. We had so much food we didn’t need 
it for the wedding but it certainly filled the 
freezer. We cut it up into freezer size pieces 
and I have been roasting it ever since. One 
of the things I think has worked very well, 
in keeping the pork moist, is cooking it 
from frozen. Long and slow. 

2-3 kg piece of Pork
1 tbl Olive oil
2 onions, peeled and roughly chopped
2 apples, cored and roughly chopped
6 juniper berries, crushed
Large sprig of parsley
Large sprig of thyme
Pepper and salt
Whole grain Mustard
1 cup of white wine, stock or water

Preheat the oven to 150 degrees
In a large roasting pan place olive oil and 
toss in the onions and apples, sprinkle with 
juniper berries and season with pepper 

and salt. Place the herbs on top of the 
onion and apple mix and place the pork on 
top and smear with mustard. Pour over the 
wine and cover with tinfoil. 
Roast for at least 5 hours. 

Remove the pork and leave to rest. I place 
it on a large plate and cover with the tinfoil 
and then a clean tea towel. While the meat 
is resting remove the herbs and drain off 
the top layer of fat from the pan leaving all 
the onion, apple and pork flavour. Thicken 
the contents with 2tbl of cornflour mixed 
with more wine or apple juice, add to pan 
and bring to boil. If you like a smooth gravy 
then pour into blender and process until 
smooth. My husband recommends using 
pineapple instead of apple as a sweeter 
alternative.

Serve pork with your favourite roast 
vegetable and delicious gravy. We have a 
couple of big patches of watercress on the 
farm, so that often is our green.

Enjoy
Joanne Neilson
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Timing Out in Auckland
Removing yourself from the busy routine 
of work, studies and the many other 
commitments we have going is not only a 
welcome treat but also a chance to spend 
quality time together dining out, window 
shopping and taking some great pics to 
share with you all. Timing out in Auckland 
certainly energises us as we don’t have to 
drive ourselves around or spend precious 
time in queues. So a quick email to our 
favourite accommodation place, and an 
online booking with Air NZ and we were 
off on a much deserved time-out.

HRC 
Just a few weeks beforehand, Karen was 
flown up to the Intersex Round table 
meeting with Human Rights Commission 
(HRC), so after booking in, and as we 
were just a 5 minute stroll from the HRC’s 
Auckland office, we thought we would pay 
a surprise visit. Jack was in that day and 
showed us around the place and of course 
we checked out his office view looking out 
toward the harbour - what a view!

Fish Market
On planning our weekend away, we usually 
pick a place we would like to visit so this 
time round (seen as we have done the 
museum, zoo, Ponsonby, KRd sites), we 
chose (for this trip), the Fish Market, Sky 
City and to have a deep tissue whole body 
massage at the Golden Sail (in the shopping 
mall) down by the wharf. Also we had an 
opportunity to phone Poppy (you met her 
in our first issue), to say Kia Ora! On a sad 
note though, we also had a phone call that 
one of our trans whanau had passed on so 

that was a sad moment. We made a cuppa 
tea, sat down and Karen told me abit about 
this person and we had a moment to say 
farewell to her.

The Fish Market is a foodies dream place 
with some absolutely delicious gourmet 
foods that ‘of course’ we tried. For me, I 
could not resist the salmon potato cakes 
and their version of raw fish. For Karen 
she enjoyed the sweets selection of citrus 
cake and a brand of mango yoghurt that 
was so nice, we have searched Wellington 
for the brand and now only buy ‘Collective’ 
yoghurt.

Sky City
We also visited the popular Sky City 
and watched some adventurous people 
swoop down the side of the building. Why 
anyone would want to drop themselves 
over the side is beyond us; it’s a perfectly 
sound building to be inside! However, it is 
certainly entertaining. Never heard so much 
foul language screamed out in high pitch 
screeches in such a short gasp of time - how 
funny. I think we managed to capture one 
more composed abseiler and have posted 
that up on our site.

Once inside Sky City, the view from the 
top is indeed a ‘must see’ especially on a 
nice clear day when you can appreciate 
just how vast this city has spread. It is also 
entertaining to watch your fellow tourists, 
gauging their fear of heights such as the kids 
running over the see through glass panels 
while mum and dad brace themselves 
planted on the seats not wanting to go any 
closer to the windows and cautioning their 
kids to be careful! Again - I think - hey, this 
is a perfectly sound building, its the nutters 
outside who are wanting to drop off the 
side that you really should worry about! 
Anyway - lots of fun up there.

We then ventured down in to the casino area 
and of course, the food in the restaurant 
(breakfast time) is ‘the best’. Karen got abit 
embarrased as I went through the whole 
menu over a 45 minute sitting while she 
watched people come and go for a quick 

brekkie. Oh no! Maori boy had to sample 
everything - and my excuse ‘I was getting 
my money’s worth’. 

The food in the casino itself was not good 
quality. They gave you heaps of food but it 
just didn’t do it for me. Almost tasted like 
the food has been sitting too long in the 
steel containers and lost their flavour. I also 
ordered a half crayfish mornay and that was 
a disappointment. 

So off to Sammies Bar further in the casino 
where I must say - they serve the best fish 
& chips. Not a huge portion but just right 
and fresh as. 
We had a go at trying to win some money off 
those pokie machines but maybe next time 
aye. I guess it doesn’t help when I would get 
bored after 5 minutes and spend nearly all 
my money on food and then I loose Karen 
and we spend most of the night looking 
for each other because I had left my phone 
back in the suite. Oh well - one things for 
sure, I certainly was not hungry!

Oh and the deep tissue whole body massage 
- what a painful as experience that was. I 
should never have allowed them to do my 
feet - it hurt like ‘you know what’ and we 
were both in agony for days afterwards. 
Mind you, they did say that the next time we 
visit, it will not be so painful. Yeah right!

The other carefree thing about this type of 
trip is that we could bus to and from the 
airports at both ends (here and in Auckland), 
so no need to worry about parking up the 
car, taxi, or how to get there and back. 
When you get off the bus in Queens St, the 
walk to our accommodation is like 3-4 mins, 
and everything else is just a fun adventure. 
Did I mentioned our accommodation was 
‘the best’ and it was cute when the service 
desk greeted us with ‘Mum and Dad having 
a weekend alone without the kids?’ We just 
smiled and said ‘Yes!’, (in a perfect world - 
that would have been our reason for being 
their anyway). Oh and another favourite 
is the 24 hour ‘Food’ Channel on TV - now 
that is a fantastic weekend away. Send us 
your trip away on info@tapatoru.org.nz

Photo’s by Tapatoru

AROUND THE MOTU

Jack showing us his office view Cafe ambience at the Fish Market Huge mussels like the Maketu kuku Our favourite place to stay in Akld

Shopping at the Fish Market Along Akld’s waterfront
LEFT: 30secs after this shot, we were truly entertained!

Cuppa time at our suite Million dollar views
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LOLAA

Wellington nostalgia: Suzy’s Coffee 
Lounge, Cafe de Circus and Candio’s

If you would like to submit 
an article email: 

info@tapatoru.org.nz

“..there is very little written about Maori and 
Pacific trans communities and their part in the 

formation of Aotearoa’s history.”

Having a chat withLoLaa! Oh Kia Ora Guys and Gnurls! Why don’t you sit down, 
Take a weight off and let’s have a catch up!

Kia ora whanau! 

I was walking downtown reminiscing  about 
my days in the capital and a couple of 
places came to mind.  The first was Suzy’s 
Coffee Lounge  that used to be on Willis 
Street  close to  the old Majestic  Theatre .
The food differed from most available 
in Wellington at the time. There was a 
salad bar where customers could serve 
themselves, as well as delicacies such as 
crayfish rolls. Suzy’s attracted a wide variety 
of customers including office workers, 
students, politicians, businessmen and 
local characters (during the day), and 
cleaners and taxi-drivers and  of course 
us  trans whanau often appeared in the 
evenings.

It was puzzling how although Suzy’s 
building was a Wellington landmark, it was 
demolished in 1986 and the thirty-storey 
Majestic Tower development took its place. 
Suzy (the person), then  opened  the  Café 
de Circus on the corner of Cuba and Vivian 
Streets (which is today called the Blue Note 
or recently named Fringe Bar). Going back 
a step - the Cafe de Circus buiding used 
to be the elite Parker Ferguson furniture 
store and alot of us, (while working during 
the night), would admire the beautiful 

bedroom displays on show that changed 
regularly and us girls would window shop 
and wish we had homes that contained all 
these fine things.

Another venue we used to go to was  
Candio’s in Manners Street. How many of 
you can remember that night club?  It was 
built in the Midcity  complex  and the club 
was underground.

The night club Candio’s also reminded me 
of one of my favourite bands Ardijah who 
used to play there back in the 80’s-90’s and 
I used to go there and enjoy the music and 
the crowds. Ardijah was started by two 
Maori guys Ryan Monga and  John Wihongi 
(aka Jaydee) and was later joined by Betty 
Anne. That Betty Anne gained huge respect 
as one of New Zealand’s top vocal divas and 
‘my word’ they pumped out some fabulous 
hits like ‘Gimme time’, ‘Watchin you’, ‘Time 
makes the wine’  and many more. I hadn’t 
heard from them in awhile  but when I 
went  to an annual event called ‘Creekfest’  
in  Porirua a couple of years ago, they 
showed up at the end of the day with their 
mobile stage and all their gadgets and gave 
the crowd a ‘free’ half hour show. ‘By jingo’ 
that was beautiful and brought back some 
memories especially when they sang their 

hits  from way back in the 80’s.

I also read somewhere the other day that 
on Saturday 29 May 2010, Ardijah received 
the Manukau Institute of Technology Life 
Time Achievement Award acknowledging 
their contribution to New Zealand music, 
from a career spanning 30 years.

Sticking with the music theme, how sad 
to hear (another prominent figure back in 
the day) jazz singer Beverley Morrison (aka 
Beaver) died on the 23rd of May 2010. 

Beaver was well-known and I remember 
her as one of the members of the ground-
breaking Blerta musical and theatrical 
group, and later joined Red Mole  (who 
performed at Carmen’s Balcony once). She 
also  sang the theme song to ‘Gloss’ a New 
Zealand soap series back in the 80s, which 
was a favourite TV programme for everyone 
back then. She even did a stint of acting in 
‘Skin Deep’ and ‘Should I Be Good’, a film 
about the Mr Asia drug syndicate. 

Well my sisters and brothers, I’d better 
put kai on the stove, we are having a nice 
vegetable and pork hock soup - good kai 
especially  with winter coming on. Stay 
well everyone until next issue when you 
will hear from me again. Ka  kite!

Introducing Louise Pearman
Researching Aotearoa’s Maori Trans History

Tēnā koutou. 

Ko Louise Pearman ahau. I would like to 
thank Peri and Karen for the opportunity 
to write this small article for Tatou. I’m 
Pakeha, originally from Christchurch, 
and I now consider Dunedin my home. 
I’m currently a PhD student at Otago 
University writing a history of the trans 
community in Aotearoa/New Zealand. 
In the past I have worked with the trans 
community in Dunedin as an advocate 
and now educate people on trans issues 
through my academic work. I am slowly 
learning Te Reo so I can understand more 
about Maori language so bear with me as I 
learn to kōrero in Te Reo.

I recently had the pleasure of meeting 
Peri and discussing my research with him. 
My research focus is on the language, 
identities and self-narratives of the trans 
community in Aotearoa/New Zealand. I 
am interested in all aspects of trans history 
in Aotearoa/ New Zealand, however there 

is very little written on Maori and Pacific 
trans communities and their part in the 
formation of Aotearoa’s history. I would 
like to remedy this! I would love to work 
with members of Tapatoru and the wider 
Maori and Pacific community to preserve 
the stories and experiences of the trans 
community for future generations as well 
as to honour your elders and whakapapa. 
Reciprocity is a strong part of my research 
ethos therefore I do not want to isolate my 
work to the academic realm and am hoping 
to give my research back to the community 
in some way.

I am seeking to talk to Maori and Pacific 
trans people who would like to share their 
own life experiences or talk about those 
who have passed. I am also interested in 
any photos, art, newsletters or ephemera 
related to Aotearoa’s trans history. I’m 
happy to talk about what I am doing prior 
to any interview. My interview style is to 
sit back and listen and occasionally ask a 
question. I’m interested in your life story. 

My contact details are below. Please feel 
free to contact me for a chat or to find out 
more information.

Again, many thanks to Peri and Karen for 
this opportunity and for the work they are 
doing in the community.
Hei konā mai

Louise Pearman
Email: louise.pearman@gmail.com
Snail Mail:  
c/o Gender Studies Department
Richardson Building
University of Otago
P.O.Box 56
Dunedin 9054
Phone: (work – leave a message) 
(03) 479 8751
(cell phone) 027 376 2501
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Have a go at our ‘What Would You Do’ 
Competition! Send us your entry by 31 July.

All the answers for the crossword are 
contained in this issue of Tatou. 

Good luck!

‘Beat around da Bush’ is exclusive to 
Tapatoru and ‘Tatou’ 

‘Beat around da Bush’ is about 
some of our native creatures. 
Today we meet up with Choo 
Choo the young Pupuharakeke 
snail as he heads home from 
an enjoyable day in the city. 
He visited Te Warewhare and 
brought an item that he is sure 
will win him a prize in the ‘Design 
a Maori Flag’ competition. Of 
course his proud mum thinks 
Choo Choo will win too as he is 
very creative. 

Hey Mom! I’m back from 
town. Guess what? 

I entered a competition!

That’s nice dear! Oh! A 
Minky Blanket?

Yeah!  My entry for ‘design 
a new Maori Flag’

Here’s the scenario. Write to us and 
tell us about a cooking event you 
will host (fictional). Write us a short 
story or a few paragraphs (no limit) 
about:

- Who you would invite?
- What is the occasion eg: birthday,    
   BBQ on the beach, a hangi?
- What you will cook?
- Is it a breakfast, lunch or dinner?
- How much will you spend on your  
  event?
- Is there any Celebrity Cook that  
  inspires you the most?

Have some fun with this whanau, 
and good luck!

Send your entry in via email:
 info@tapatoru.org.nz

or you can write to us: 
Tatou, PO Box 19008 

Courtenay Place, Wellington 6011 
All entries to reach us no later than 

Saturday 31 July 2010. 

We will place all entries in the next 
Tatou issue (August) for everyone to 
choose their favourite and we will 
have all votes in to us before the 

October issue for publishing.

All that said - we look forward to 
receiving your Entry.

TELL US WHAT YOU WOULD DO IF YOU WON THIS APRON?

THE PRIZE IS THIS SIGNED APRON 
FROM THE 2010 MASTERCHEF 

STARS BRETT McGREGOR 
AND KELLY YOUNG

1 2
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4

5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17

18

19

20

21

EclipseCrossword.com

TATOU CROSSWORD
All the answers will be found in this June issue. If there 
are two or more words, there are no spaces or symbols in 
between, they will be written as one word)

ACROSS: 
1. Who was dubbed ‘Queen of Wellington’ at her 50th 

birthday?
4. What sport do you think this team pictured on the 

Outgames page play?
7. Carmen will judge in the 7th Queen of the Whole?
9. What is up for grabs in the competition? An - - - - -
13. What is a strong part of Louise’s research ethos?
16. What berries are used for the wild pork recipe?
18. What word does Statistics NZ use when they ‘make 

an educated guess’?
19. Kim Coco Iwamoto’s middle name came from the 

backdrop set of which movie?
20. What was the annual event Lolaa went to and saw 

Ardijah?
21. Who is our guest writer for the recipe ‘Wild Pork’?

DOWN: 
2. The editors replied ‘Nau to rourou....” what is this? A 

poem or a whakatauki?
3.	 Who	features	and	is	the	first	article	on	the	front	page	

of Tatou June Issue?
5. Where did the editors visit recently?
6. Sue Robb is our columnist for what column?
8. The (----) was Chrissy Witoko’s business venture 

located in Vivian St.
10. What support did Carmen receive?
11. What was Beverley Morrison’s stage name?
12. The short name for Human Rights Commission?
14. Our young trans often left home as a result of?
15. It is up to - - -  So go for it!
16.	 What	is	the	first	name	of	our	poet?
17. Lolaa mentioned that taxi drivers, cleaners and 

trans often appeared in the?
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THE RETURN

It did not take long for Chrissy to become 
well known in the Wellington area. In 
particular, her help to those less fortunate 
ensured her place in the hearts of many 
Wellingtonians. This status is still fixed 
in the psyche of the community after 
her death and was demonstrated by 
the number and variety of people who 
attended and paid tribute at her Tangi.  
 
For the twenty years before her death, 
Chrissy ran her own businesses, The Hole 
in the Wall and the famous Evergreen 
Coffee House in Vivian Street. Through this 
later venue, Chrissy provided a place for 
the disenfranchised, lonely and alternative 
people of Wellington who were not 
made welcome in other establishments.  
 
Within this melting pot, Chrissy managed 
to mix gay men, straight businessmen, 
lesbians, clergy, transgender people, 
blue collar workers, politicians, gang 
members, prostitutes and men in drag. 
Chrissy had an ability to bring together 
people of differing backgrounds, so all 
were able to mix together in a safe, 
comfortable and homely environment.  
 
The Evergreen also provided a focus for 
those in need. No one was ever turned 
away if their need was genuine - but 
God help any who crossed this sister.  
 
While doing this, she also found time to use 
her incredible style and class to work on 
Gay issues and events with an energy that 
made her a hard act to follow. She received 
many Gay Community Awards including 
Glammies for Person of the Year and an 
Alfies Award for Personality of the year.  
 
She was proclaimed “Queen of Wellington” 
on her 50th birthday during one of the 
year’s biggest and most sought after social 
events at Wellington’s recently rebuilt 
Majestic Centre. The Throne she was 
presented with that night occupied a place 
of honour in her home until the day she died.  
 
Chrissy Witoko 
was always true to 
herself and to all 
those with whom 
she dealt.

(With the support 
of many of our 
trans whanau, we 
will work together 
to find ways to 
remember those 
who have passed 
on and keep their 
memory alive.)

Chrissy Witoko
(1944 - 2003)

Chrissy Witoko lived in Wellington from 
the early 1960’s until her untimely 
passing from kidney failure in 2003.  
 
From the beginning, Chrissy established 
herself as part of the GLTG community. 
She was one of those people 
who were always out and proud.  
 
Her working life started in the toll 
room at the New Zealand Post Office, 
the kitchen on the Wellington wharf 
and the Grand Hotel in Willis Street.  
 
Chrissy once said that she was as happy 
washing someone else’s dishes as she 
was running her own business, as long 
as she was working. Although she was 
considered an extremely unpretentious 
person, she was also someone who, 
with her personality, presence and 
class, made you sit up and take notice.  
 
Chrissy was a worker and it was not long 
before she cashed in on her unique skills 
with people and entered the nightlife 
industry of Wellington. In the early days she 
worked in such infamous establishments 
as The Powder Puff (always called the 
Powder Pouf!), The Sorrento, The Sunset 
Strip, The Knutcracker Suite, The Doodle 
Inn, The Mexicali and many others.  
 
One day in the 1960’s a young man entered 
the Sorrento, saw Chrissy and never left. 
Andrew and Chrissy formed a lifetime 
partnership and, in later years Chrissy 
became the foster mother of Andrew’s son, 
Nikora. Andrew’s devotion to Chrissy never 
flagged and this was never more obvious 
than when he continued to give her his 
support and love in the last years of her life.  

Everyone needs an aunty
Not necessarily an agony aunt
Just one to whom you can turn to
Whether in crisis or affairs of the      
  heart

You’ll notice she’s never critical 
Nor never seems to judge
Just always there, warm and caring
And never seems to hold a grudge

It’s funny how she always knows
Just what you need to hear
Or lets your unbidden emotions flow
While helping to quell all fear 

She’s trust worthy with every   
  confidence
And comforts with hugs and smiles
She’ll help you see the way of   
  innocence 
Well beyond your current trials

As rare as hen’s teeth is her   
  specialness 
Whether she be a Barbara, Bertha or  
  Betty
Be sure to treasure her forever-ness
If there’s such a dear one in your   
  family. 

LAVALAVA
Flower Studio Ltd

Designer /Manager
Musu Aiono

21 Bay Road, 
Kilbirnie, Wellington

Phone: 04 387 3814   Fax: 04 387 3813
Email: lavalava@clear.net.nz

MIRACLE NEW ZEALAND
Agents for

FOREVER LIVING PRODUCTS

ALOE VERA
DRINKS, 

GEL & CREAM, 
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 

PRODUCTS, BEE POLLEN, 
PROPOLIS, ROYAL JELLY, 
ZINC FREE DEODORANT, 

FLOURIDE FREE TOOTHGEL 
Contact us here at Tapatoru for more information

Poem by Jonathan Marden

Aunty
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PANUI

Me Inoi Tatou
Kia tau ki a tatou katoa,
te atawhai o to tatou 
Ariki a Ihu Karaiti

Me te aroha o te Atua
me te whiwhinga tahitanga
ki te wairua tapu

Ake! Ake! 
Amine.

Advertising in our Panui 
section is simple. Just send us 
an email with your details and 
we will coordinate with you. 
Space is first-in, first-served 
and open to all whanau and 
friends of Tapatoru. All emails 
and inquiries are welcome at: 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

EVENTS CALENDAR
2nd Asia Pacific Outgames, 
Wellington, New Zealand 
12-19 March 2011.
To all our trans whanau, 
friends, and support agencies! 
Please come forward and take 
part either as a conference 
presenter, delegate, sports 
participant, volunteer, sponsor. 
The LGBTI world will be in 
Wellington next year, so make 
sure you are involved too. See 
the back cover for more info. 

Diverse X Conference, 
Wanganui, 6-7 October 2010
Would you like to find out 
more about, please contact 
Carla Donaldson on her email 
womnet.wang@callplus.net.nz 

TOP WEBSITES
www.wellingtonoutgames.com
www.tvnz.co.nz/masterchefnz
www.GayNZ.com
www.rosenbergshoes.com.au
www.ardijah.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
AVAILABLE. Are you learning 
how to use the computer ie: 
emails, internet, using word, 
powerpoint? We can help you. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

FOR SALE. Our desktop 
computer has been put to 
pasture as we have laptops 
now. Goes well. $offers. Contact 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

HEALTHYFOOD. We have a 
whole pile of these magazines 
plus Weightwatchers and Life. 
If you would like to inquire 
about these to borrow or buy. 
Email: info@tapatoru.org.nz

RANDOM. This service card 
was randomly taken from a 
community noticeboard. Each 
issue we will find a random 
service and post it here free: 
YouthLine 0800 37 66 33 email 
& msn: talk@youthline.co.nz 
or Free text: 234. Website is 
youthline.co.nz

WANTED. Maori trans artists 
to work with us to set up an 
exhibition during Outgames. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

WANTED. Tennis Partner to 
take part in the Outgames next 
year in March. Male, social 
tennis player. Please email 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

WORK AVAILABLE. Do you 
need some help with your 
brochures, publications, some 
design work. $neg. Contact 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

NOTICES
STORIES and PHOTOS of 
any Maori trans. If you have 
any stories you would like to 
share with us all, or would like 
Tapatoru to place on site? We 
welcome contact from you 
anytime: info@tapatoru.org.nz

MATARIKI. This year Matariki 
will be celebrated in Aotearoa 
on 14 June 2010.

OBITUARY
TE PAEA, Jackie. Born 27 
January 1949, aged 61 years. 
Sadly missed by all her trans 
whanau in Wellington. R.I.P. 
Tangi was held at Te Hape 
marae, Mangapehi.

A notice for Jackie was placed 
in the Wellington Dominion 
Post on 4 and 5 May 2010. 

The contents of TATOU are a collective of articles and advertisement related  material sourced from whanau and whangai of Tapatoru. The views expressed within this publication are 
solely for the	purpose	of	providing	communication	and	marketing	opportunities	to	it’s	community.	Tapatoru’s	community	are	Maori	trans,	some	Non-Maori	trans	who	affiliate	to,	and	some	
agencies, community groups and individuals who support the work of Tapatoru. We welcome your comments, advertising, stories, ideas, feedback and contributions. 
Please email: info@tapatoru.org.nz. Facebook (tapatoru). Contact details are: Tapatoru, PO Box 19008 Courtenay Place, Wellington 6011, New Zealand. Ph/Txt 022 602 3199.

Police Diversity Liaison 
Officers (DLOs) are police 
officers and police employees 
located throughout NZ who 
provide a liaison between 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and intersex 
communities and individuals, 
and the New Zealand Police. 
 
If you are anxious about how 
the Police will respond to you as 
a trans person, you can contact 
a DLO – they have had specific 
training on working with trans 
and intersex people. 

You can also contact a DLO 
work with your community 
group; DLOs are always keen 
to increase their networks and 
community profile. 

All our whanau and 
friends are welcome to 

wear this logo.

To find out more 
contact us and we will  

coordinate this with you.
You can reach us on

info@ tapatoru.org.nz
Face Book: ‘tapatoru’
Ph/Txt: 022 602 3199

Do you know what DLO stands for?
By Kirsten Newman

DLOs can assist if you or 
someone you know has been 
a victim of crime; for general 
Police queries, crime prevention 
advice, attending community 
meetings and events, and 
assisting in relevant projects 
and initiatives. 

NZ Police has nearly 80 DLOs 
nationwide, based in all main 
centres and some smaller 
towns and cities. 

For more information and a list 
of contacts see the NZ Police 
website: 

http://www.police.govt.nz/
about/diversity/sexual _

orientation_and_gender_
identity

In an emergency always 
Dial 111

Perhaps the tale of a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing isn’t a story 
about cross dressing in the 
animal kingdom. Who knows 
whether animals can identify 
as Trans. But other variations in 
the spectrum of gender do exist 
in animals. Intersex conditions 
occur infrequently. Klinefelters 
is present in tortoiseshell male 
cats, with the black and ginger 
colours identifying the paired X 
chromosomes. Does a Maltese 
Terrier with penis and ovaries 
think it’s a male or female? And 
does the common procedure of 
amputating the penis of a male 
cat after repeated urethral 
obstructions alter the cat’s 
perception of self?

Another Kingdom
Homosexual behaviour has 
been reported in almost all 
animals species, but do we 
really understand their sexual 
orientation? It is only two years 
since a PhD student published 
a thesis proving that animals 
have personalities, a simple 
piece of knowledge that every 
pet owner has known almost 
from birth.

If our pets have personalities, 
then can they identify as gay? 
Could they be Trans?

Therein lies the problem in 
ourselves: we can no more 
understand our pets’ identity, 
than others can understand 
ours.

By Sue Robb

TATOU CROSSWORD. Answers to April 
2010 issue. If there are two or more 
words, there are no spaces or symbols 
in between - written as ‘one word’.

ACROSS: 3. DavidHindley, 5. Panui, 7. 
Rainbow, 10. Edwards, 12. TarianaTuria, 
14. Trans, 16. The Piano, 18. Snail, 20. 
Jewellery, 21. ChazBono, 22. Poppy, 
24. Ten, 25. Gay. DOWN: 1. Whanau, 
2. Jennifer, 4. Tiwhanawhana, 6. Lolaa, 
8. Present, 9. Potato, 11. PaeArahi, 13. 
NgatiRaukawa, 14. TapuTeRanga, 15. 
Orange, 17. Tapatoru, 19. Tatou, 23. 
Yes
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INTERNATIONAL 

Transgender 
model to front 
for Givenchy 
Posted in: International Daily News 
By GayNZ.com Daily News staff - 
11th May 2010

Givenchy designer Riccardo 
Tisci has chosen a transgender 
model to be the face of his 
northern hemisphere Autumn/
winter advertising campaign.

Lea T, formerly known as Leo, 
is described by Tisci as “very 
feminine, super-fragile, very 
aristocratic.” The model is 
also Tisci’s long time personal 
assistant.

The Givenchy advertising 
campaign is expected to debut 
in the July issue of L’Uomo 
Vogue.

Chaz Bono’s name change 
becomes official
Posted in: International Daily News  
By GayNZ.com Daily News staff - 
9th May 2010

American LGBT rights advocate 
and son of Sonny and Cher has 
officially had his name changed 
from Chastity Bono to Chaz 
Bono.

The 41-year-old legally 
changed his name and gender 
at a Californian court, a year 
after undergoing a sex change 
procedure.

“The court granted the petition 
and Chaz now has a court 
name change and a court order 
recognising him as male,” says 
Bono’s lawyer Kristina Wertz.

“Chaz couldn’t be happier. 
This is an important step in his 
transition and will allow him to 
change a variety of his identity 
documents to show who he 
truly is.”

Trans activists 
beaten by 
Turkish police
International Daily News
By GayNZ.com Daily News staff
19th May 2010 
An investigation is being 
demanded into a police attack 
on five transgender activists 
in Turkey, on the International 
Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia.
Witnesses say the Pink Life 
Association members were 
violently forced out of their 

Carmen to judge the seventh 
QWU pageant 
Posted in: New Zealand Daily News 
By GayNZ.com Daily News staff - 
10th May 2010

The seventh Queen of the 
Whole Universe pageant will 
feature Carmen as a guest 
judge.

Creative director Jonathan 
Smith says having the tranny 
legend come over from 
Australia is special because, 
as she is somebody who has 
had a major impact on the 
community.

“To bring her over while she’s 
still ok to travel is very exciting 
for us.”

Tickets are now on sale for 
the show, which will be held 
at Auckland’s ASB Theatre on 
November 6. Smith is urging 
people to secure their seats 
quickly, as there is a huge 
database of people who have 
been waiting to buy them.

While the cast has had its first 
meet up and is mostly finalised, 
Smith says they are still looking 
for a few boys and a few girls. 

“I’m talking about a Queen of 
the Whole Universe girl and a 
Queen of the Whole Universe 
boy – that can be male or 
female, straight or gay, doesn’t 
matter.”

He has no doubt the show will 
again break its Guinness World 
Record for the most people in 
drag on one stage at one time.
The November show will be 
followed up with a show in 
March to coincide with the 
launch of the Asia Pacific 
Outgames in Wellington, and 
then a Manukau show will be 
run in October 2011 amidst the 
final stages of the Rugby World 
Cup.

Trans-Tasman tranny legend 
Carmen is back on her wheels 
as the result of money raised 
during the Aroha Festival and 
with additional contributions 
from her Kiwi friends and 
supporters.

Admitting only to being seventy-
something, Carmen, was the 
mother of all transsexuals 
in Wellington in the 1960s 
and 70s. She later moved to 
Sydney where she worked and 
mentored young folk in the 
Kings Cross area.

Now elderly and finding 
getting around difficult she 

Carmen rides again thanks 
to Kiwi support 

has for several years relied 
on an increasingly unsafe 
and unreliable three-wheeler 
mobility scooter to visit friends 
and do shopping. Carmen’s 
bright red scooter was a 
familiar sight in Surry Hills and 
was a survivor of several Mardi 
Gras parades.

But Carmen is now back 
riding high on a new ruby red 
aptly-named Pride Celebrity X 
mobility scooter, a more stable 
four-wheel model, thanks to 
a Kiwi consortium who have 
added personal donations to 
money raised at Auckland’s 
Aroha Festival in March.
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private car in Ankara, then 
kicked and beaten with 
truncheons.
Police officers are also 
accused of kicking and using 
pepper spray on a crowd of 
human rights defenders, who 
attempted to protect the five 
activists.
The bloodied arrestees were 
then forcibly taken to the Esat 
police station, where they were 
held in custody overnight.
The European Parliament’s 
Intergroup on LGBT Rights 
says it strongly condemns the 
attacks and will seek to include 
mentions of the breaches of 
human rights by authorities in 
accession talks between the 
European Union and Turkey.
Co-president Ulrike Lunacek 
says like homophobia, 
transphobia is not acceptable 
anywhere.
“Be it inside or outside the 
European Union. We call for 
a serious investigation into 
these acts, and their outright 
condemnation by police 
authorities.”
Co-president Michael Cashman 
questions how Turkey can 
claim to be a true democracy if 
police forces disregard the rule 
of law, and attack those it must 
protect. 
“We call on Turkish authorities 
to reprimand these police 
officers, and clearly affirm that 
LGBT people, and in particular 
transgender people, must be 
protected from violence.”

Bono filed the request in 
March.

“I’ve lived my whole life in a 
body having everybody relate 
to me as something I don’t feel,” 
he told People in December. “I 
finally get to live my life the 
way I’ve always wanted to.”



 

The second part of registration is for individual sports events 
or the conference. The fee here reflects the costs and time 
involved in a particular activity. So because running is an 
outdoor event which just takes one morning, the fee for 
that is cheaper than that for tennis, where you could be 
playing in the big Renouf Tennis Centre for 3 days.

Outgames organisers say that they have secured every 
venue and location in Wellington that they wanted. The 
diving takes place in the same pool where the FINA Diving 
World Cup was held; the mountain bike route takes in part 
of the track used for world championships; and the Renouf 
Tennis Centre is the capital’s top tennis venue, where Davis 
Cup and Federation Cup matches have been held.

It’s about Participation 
Outgames organisers stress that while the venues are 
top-notch, the Outgames isn’t just for people at the top 
of their sport. “There is something for everyone,” says co-
chair Virginia Hopkins-Burns. “There are divisions for social 
players in ten pin bowling, squash, and some other sports. 
And you can enter the running or swimming competitions 
even if you’ve never competed in those sports before.”

“And of course you will enjoy an incredible week when you’ll 
meet and party with interesting people from countries all 
over Asia and the Pacific!”

The 2nd AsiaPacific Outgames, to be held 12-19 March 2010 
in Wellington, is 8 days of sports competition, a human 
rights conference, a large arts and cultural festival, and 
some big parties.

For more information please check out the website on 
www.wellingtonoutgames.com

or email
info@wellingtonoutgames.com

Outgames  promises  big  earlybird 
registration  savings
Earlybird registrations for the 2nd AsiaPacific 
Outgames will be rewarded with cash savings 
and other benefits when online bookings open 
on the weekend of June 12. 
Sporting event fees start from around $45 to $50, with all 
earlybird sports fees under $100. “This is really good value 
for a big international competition,” co-chair David Hindley 
told us, “especially when you consider that we are using 
very big expensive venues, like the Wellington Town Hall 
for dance sport, and the Renouf Centre for tennis.“

The earlybird fees are available up to the end of October, 
and represent savings of $20, $30 or even $50 on the prices 
after October. Details will be uploaded on the website 
www.wellingtonoutgames.com

Those who register also go into prize draws for things 
like a fabulous luxury weekend for two. Earlybirds also 
get preferential purchase rights as tickets for some of the 
largest Outgames events become available, including the 
big party on the final night, the leather and uniform party, 
and the Wellington production of the show Queen of the 
Whole Universe.

“There are two parts to signing on,” says David Hindley.  
“The first part is a registration fee. This gives you a number 
of benefits, the main one being access to our Opening 
Ceremony at Te Papa, Museum of New Zealand. This will 
be a powerful occasion when all the participants from the 
different countries come together for the first time, are 
formally welcomed, then get to meet each other.”

(People who just want to attend the Opening Ceremony 
only need to sign up for this first part of the registration 
process.)


